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and which would not interfere with the
planning fer the future requirements of
the Western Australian coastal strip.

We have bheen told that the Labor
Party slogan which some people believe
won the election was, “Time for a change.”
I sincerely hope that this is the time for
a change and that the problems I have
mentioned will be given serious considera-
tion. I think it is time for & change in
departmental thinking, which has perhaps
become & little too stereotyped. That 1s
all I wish to contribute this evening, and
I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. D. K. Dans.

House adjourned at 841 p.m.

Tepislative Assrmbly

wednesday, the 28th July, 1971

The SPEAKER (Mr. Toms) tock the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

LIQUOR
Sale of Low Alcohol Beverages: Pelition

MR. A. R, TONKIN (Mirrabooka) ([4.32
p.n.): I wish to present a petition from
the West Australian Temperance Alllance,
addressed as follows:—

To the Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia.

We the undersigned residents in the
State of Western Australia do herewith
pray that Her Majesty's Government
of Western Australia will reconsider its
policy of allowing beverages with a
known alcohol content of less than
2 per cent. being Ireely available in
stores and milk bars with a view to
restricting the sale of such beverages
to licensed premises.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your honourable House will
give this matter earnest consideration
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition has 2,002 signatures, and I
have signed the petition to certify that
it conforms to the rules of the House.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.
QUESTIONS (42): ON NOTICE
1. ROAD MAINTENANCE TAX
Replacement of Lost Revenue

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Premier:
Relating to the Government's
published intentions of not taxing
any particular group to replace

lost road maintenance tax

revenue, does this mean the

Government will—

(a) use the same method as that
to refund the receipts tax
estimated to cost between five
and six million dollars; or

(b) revert to the deferred pay-
ments method as in the late
1950's?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(a) Possibly, but not necessarily.
(b) See answer to (a).

OLD COAST ROAD
Works Programme

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Works:

(1) What is the programme of work
now being undertaken on the Old
Coast Road?

(2) What is the cost of the work?

(3) As traffic has been diverted to
another road, could his Depart-
ment give consideration to the
erection of speed limit signs along
this route?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1)} Reconstruction and widening to
24 ft. over a distance of 14 miles.

(2) $160,000.

(3) The Department will investigate
the need for additional signs for
this detour.

ABATTOIRS

Midland Operational Loss, and New
Major Abattoir

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Agri-

culture:

(1) What Is to be the estimated loss
of the Midland abattoirs endlng
the 30th June, 19%2?

(2> What will be the loss on—

(a) the mutton chain;
(b) the lamb chain;
{c) the beef chain?

(3) What is the cost of servicing the
loans currently held by the Mid-
land Abattoir Board for the last
financial year?

(4) Has the Government made any
decision regarding building a third
major service abattoir?

(8) If so, where will it be bull{?

(6) If not, when will it make a deci-
slon?

Mr, H. D. EVANS replied:

{1) and (2) This information 1s not
available. The Board is currently
finalising its budget for 1971-72.
The effects of Increased capacity,
and of the new boning, freezing
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and storage complex, on the over-
all financial results for 1971-72
are difficult to forecast accurately
at this time.

(3) $406,000.

(4> No.

(5) A site is available In the Kwinana
area for a new abattoir.

(6) While the overall need for abat-
toir facilities is recognised by the
Government it would be inappro-
priate to make s firm decision at
this moment when inguiries from
private Interests are being exams-
ined and a shortage of Govern-
ment funds exists.

YALGORUP NATIONAL
PARK

Inclusion of Lakes Chifton and Presiton

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for
Lands:

Does the gazetted proclamation of
Lakes Clifton and Preston in the
Yalgorup National Park include
the unclassified foreshore reserves
of these lakes?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replled:

Not entirely. Some small sections
are freehold in private ownership,
and the remaining sections of
Crown land on the foreshores are
planned for Inclusion during &
forthcoming readjustment of the
boundaries of Yalgorup Ngational
Park. The western foreshore of
Lake Preston is set apart as a
gazetted road, and consideration
is also beihg given to the future
disposition of this section.

DARRYL BEAMISH

Report of Parole Board

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Attorney

General:

(1) Did the parole board make a re-
port to him regarding Darryl
Beamish prior to hls release?

(2) Did the parole board report sup-
port the release?

(3) Wil he table & copy of the
parole board’'s report?

Mr. BERTRAM replied:

(1) No.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

FREMANTLE PRISON
Exterior Appearance. Beautiflcation

Mr. FLETCHER, to the Minister

representing the Chief Secretary:

(1) Will he in an endeavour to make
Fremantle Prison outer walls less
offensive to the publie vlew, have
ivy or other suitable fast growing
creeper grown thereon?

(2) Will his department collaborate
with the Fremantle City Couneil
in establishing a shrub and gar-
den area in the locality between
the eastern wall and Hampton
Road?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:

(1) No. The growing of lvy or shy
creeper on the walls would present
a security risk.

(2) The Department has been negot-
iating with the Premantle City
Counczil for some two years with
a view io establishing a garden
area on this site, At the present
thre, the matter is referred back
to the Fremantle City Engineer for
revision of the estimated cost.

NATIVES
Housing: North-West Towns

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Community

Welfare:

(1) How many conventional homes
have been built for Aborigines
at each of the following centres
over the last 12 months—

(a) Broome;

(h) Derby;

(¢) Hall's Creek;
(d) Wyndham;
(e} Kununurra?

(2) What was the total cost of each
of the houses?

(3) How many additional conventional
homes are under construction or
planned for each centre?

Mr. BERTRAM replied:

(1) () 2.

(b) Nil.
(ey 1

(d) Nil
(e) Nil

(2) (a) $20,466.85.

$20,446.65.
(c) $25,586.40.

(3) Authorised for econstruction In
1970-T1 and yet to be completed:
Broome—Nil.
Derby—Nil.
Wyndham—3.
Hall's Creek—1.
Kununurra—dg.

The 1971-72 programme can not
be deflnitely formulated untll
Budget approval is received.

TOURISM

Statistics for 1965 and 1971

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Tourism:

(1) How many tourists were estimated
to vislt Western Australia in the
vears ended the 30th June, 1985
and 19717
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For each year what is—

{a) the break up of tourists ar-
riving by land, sea and air;

() the calculated value to this
State of these visits?

Wl he advise the same statistics
for the fourist traffic in the
north-west for the same years?

If the statistics are not available
for01971, will he provide them for
19707

What has been the contribution
from State and local governments
separately towards tourism
through its tourist authority for
each year since the authority's
inauguration?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

Because travel statistics within
Australia are not available total
visitors to Western Australia could
be ascertained only by & compre-
hensive investigation by special-
ists in statistical techniques. How-
ever, reliable figures can be given
in relation to travel business writ-
ten by the Tourist Development
Authority’'s offices in other States.
The number of visitors booked by
the offices to Western Australia
were:i—

1964-1565—9,587.
1$70-1971—12,238.

(a) Iniormation of this nature is
not available owing to the
lack of travel statistics.

An indication can be obtain-
ed from the following flgures
which are based on a research
report on the balance of pay-
ments prepared in the Faculty
of Economics, University of
Western Australia for the
period 1938-1939 to 1956-1957.

The estimated receipts from inter-
state travel was $10.5 million in
1956-1957 whilst a revised figure
for 1963-1964 was within the range
$25 million to $26 million. A
comparable flgure for 1970-1971
would be in the reglon of $42.5
million.

The only reliable source for this
information Is the report Travel
and Tourism in Western Aus-
tralia’s North West and Kimber-
ley, 1lst August, 1968 to 3lst
Juiy, 1969, from which the fol-
lowing has been taken.—

42))

(n) Air 16,191
Sea ... 870
Road ... 4,784

21,845

(4)

(5)

Mr.

{b) Value of all short term visit-
ors, including tourists, spend-
ing on accommodation, food
and meotor vehicle running,
$5,000,945.

Answered by (3).

Estimated
Local
Government Government
Contribution. Conlri:ninn.
1960-1961 144,526 242,074
1981-1962 165,474 148,526
1962-1963 150,000 59,400
1963-1964 165,558 54,442
1964-1965 158,948 49,052
1965-1966 180,934 91,064
1966-1967 208,955 71,965
1967-1968 197,621 75,333
1968-1969 231,986 93,701
1969-1970 224,023 90,665
1970-1971 238,342 88,836
SCHOOLS

Constructions, and Major Extensions:
1972

RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Education:

(8]

2

£}

4)

1)

Where will the ten new primary
schools and two new secondary
schools to be ready for the 1972
school opening be built?

How many class rooms and what
other facilities will be provided at
each school at the initial stage?
To which existing primary and
secondary schools are major ex-
tensions to be made ready Ior the
1972 school year?

What are the details of the
extensions envisaged?

. J. T, TONKIN replied:

and (2)— -
(&) Primary Schools:

Churchlands, 6 rooms and ad-
ministration building.

Gooseberry Hill, 6 rooms and
administration building.

Langford, 12 rooms and ad-
ministration building.

Connell Avenue (Clifton Hills)
4 rooms and administration
building.

Seaforth (South Gosnells), 3
rooms and small adminis-
tration building.

Hainsworth (Girrawheen), 12
rooms and administration
bullding.

Blackmore, 12 rooms and ad-
ministration building.

South Hedland, 6 rooms and
administration building.

Nulsen (West Esperance), 6
rooms and administration
bullding.
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Dardanup, 3 rooms with ad-
minlstration included in the
same building.

(1) Secondary Schools:

Moora and Port Hedland.
These are not planned to
be completed for February,
1972,

and (4) Major extensions (six
rooms or more} are planned for—

(a) Primary Schools:
North Parmella, 6 rooms, cov-
ered assembly area and re-
source centre.

Lockridge, 12 rooms, covered
assembly area and resource
centre.

North Balga Junior Primary,
6 rcoms and administration
huilding.

(h) Secondary Schools:

Morley, stage 3.

Thornlie, stage 2.

Balgsa, stage 3.

Rockingham, stage 2.

FREE SCHOOL BOOKS

Limitation to Primary Schools

Mr.

'y

2)

@)

1)

(3

RUSHTON, to the Premier:

Did he state in his 1971 election
policy speech that his Govern-
ment would provide free school
books and materials for pupils in
our schools?

If so, why did he qualify that
policy statement, after his elec-
tion as Premier, by stating that
it was intended to apply to pri-
mary schools only, when most
parents within the community had
interpreted this promise as apply-
ing to pupils in both primary and
secondary schools?

What s the separate estimated
cost for Government and inde-
pendent primary schools of the
scheme for a full year?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

and (2) The actual wording in
the policy speech was— *There will
be the provision free of school
books and materials for pupils,
educational equipment, visual aids
and educational aids.”

In the course of the campaign it
was stated and published that this
undertaking applied to children
attending primary schools both
Government and non-Govern-
ment.

Government Schools—§225,000,
Independent Schools—$45,000.

301
11, IRON ORE
Temporary Reserves! Policy on
Allocation
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Referring to the statement—

2y

Mr.

(¢ )]

(2)

(a) by the Government in its
policy speech; and

in the speech by His Excel-
lency enunciating the Govern-
ment’s intentions for the
handling of temporary re-
serves and Pilbara iron ore
Teserves,

will he reconelle to the House how
these statemenis agree or are at
variance?

As the Government has stated it
has announced its firm pelicy on
gllocation of Pilbara 1iron ore
reserves and on general long term
Pilbare development, what are the
details of this firm policy?

MAY replied:

(a) and (b) The statements ob-
viously agree as if the expansion
of the production of iron ore was
not guaranteed by security of ten-
ure, then there could not be gen-
eral long term Pilbara develop-
ment.

The broad details of the Govern-
ment's policy on allocation of Pil-
bara iron ore reserves and on
general long term Pilbara develop-
ment were announced in a Press
release ‘General Statement” dated
the 26th June, 1971, a copy of
which is set out hereunder.

(b)

General Statement

Future development of the Pilbara
iron ore region will as far as
possible he based on ports, rail-

‘ways, towns and services already

established or planned for the
area.

The Premier of Western Australis,
the Hon. J. T. Tonkin, sald this
today when he announced that
the State Government had ap-
proved broad guidelines for de-
velopment of the Pilbara,

He said that Government policy
was aimed at achieving optimum
benefits from existing facilities.

In order to do this it was essential
that each project have the longest
possible life in order that maxi-
mum use be made of Company
and State facillties such as schools,
hospitals, power and water ser-
vices.

The need for any additional as-
sociated works would be carefully
considered snd planned as a
logical extension of present de-
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velopment on a regional and nag-
ional basls. Unless this was done
individual projects with their own
ancillaries at present-day and
future costs would be extremely
difficult to bring to fruition.

When granting future rights of
oceupancy over iron ore reserves
and subsequently negotiating for
the development of deposits the
Government’s main objectives
would be:—
Planned development with opti-
mum use of infrastructure to en-
sure that Pilbara iron products
enjoy a long term place in the
world market.
The maximum recovery of nat-
ural resources of ore of all
grades, and types, with logical
extenslons into more sophis-
ticated fields of ore integration,
upgrading, beneficiation, pro-
cessing or alternatively the
production of metal both In the
region and in other parts of the
State and in Australia,

A new deep water port with
connection by rail to the iron
ore deposits of the Pilbara and
to the existing raflway system
on a joint development and use
basis with the State being re-
sponsible for overall co-ordin-
ation.
Sharing of townships, water
supplies, rallways and other
elements of infrastructure by
the iron ore companies f{o
achieve maximum utilisation
with the State being responsible
for oversll co-ordination,
Blending of different grades of
ore to obtain maximum recov-
ery of the mineral and produc-
tion of a marketable product on
a long term basis.
Mr. Tonkin said ample provision
would be made for iron ore which
would be ear-marked for large
tonnage export steel production in
Western Ausiralia and in the
Eastern States.
However, he pointed out that Pii-
bara Development depended heav-
ily on carefully negotiated ar-
rangements for geological and
metallurgical proving and also on
engineering studles, one of the
prime objectives of which was the
provision of a 250,000 to 300,000
ton port for general use in the
Pilbara.
The Government would also
negotiate the highest possible
royalties on future projects to
cope with expenditure on conse-
quential population growth both
in the North and South of the
State.

12.

Mr,
for

1)
2)
3)

Mr.
(1)
(2)
&))

13.

Mr. Tonkin sald “that in the allo-
cation of rights of occupancy to
reserves the Government would re-
quire any new holder who devel-
oped the deposit to compensate
the former holders or their nom-
inees for exploration expenditure
to an amount approved hy the
Government and in addition a
royalty, again to be approved by
the Government, per ton of ore
shipped or sopld”,

The royalty payments would ex-
tend for a reasonable number of
ygalars and then be no longer pay-
able,

DROUGHT RELIEF
Loans
W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister
Agriculture:

Has he approved any drought
relief loans which have not re-
quired 8 first mortgage priority?

If “Yes" how many such loans
have been approved?

If “No"” what priorities have been
required in any loans approved?
H. D. EVANS replied:

No.

Answered by (1).

First mortgage priority has been
available for all approved drought
relief delegated agency loans,

PEARCE R.AAF. BASE

Pacminex Alumina Refinery Smokestack

Mr.

MOILER, to the Minister for

Industrial! Development:

1)

2)

(¢ D)

2}

With relation to the R.A.AF. base
at Pearce, is he aware of the
maximum height of smoke stack
which the R.AAF., would permit
within the area of the possible
Pacminex Alumina Refinery site?

If so, would he state the permit-
ted height and, if not, would he
obtain the information?

GRAHAM replied:

The R.A.A.P, has not set a maxi-
mum height for the smoke stack it
would permit within the area of
the possible Pacminex alumina
refinery, but at a recent confer-
ence with senlor offlcers of the
RAAPF. it was stated that the
range of smoke stack heights con-
templated by the Clean Air Coun-
cil for this project would be well
within its tolerable limits.

The matter has been referred hack
to Canberra, but it is doubtful
whether the R.AAP, will ever
state a permitted maximum
height, In the planning of the
reflnery close consultation will be
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maintained between the R.A.AF.,
the developers, and the Clean Air
Councll, and the height and
position of any smoke stack would
be considered by the R.AAPF. on
its merits.

MORLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Lockers

A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister
Education:

Is he aware of the widespread
dissatisfaction among the staff
and parents assoclated with the
Morley High School due to the
fact that lockers were not pro-
vided when the school was built?
Is it intended that lockers will
be provided?

If (2) {s *“Yes"
action eventuate?
J. T. TONKIN replied:

No. Open racks were installed in
liew of lockers on a trial basis in
the new high school bulldings, as
lockers have not proved a satis-
factory answer to storage of bags,
cases, and materials.

No action will be taken until a full
assessment of the open racks sys-
tem has been made.

Answered in (2},

HIGH SCHOOLS

Division into Faculties

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Education:
Is it intended to build future high
schools so that the campus is
divided into various faculties?
If “Yes” how will these faculties
be designated?

when will such

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Yes.

Mathematics and science; social
science and commerce; English
and languages; manual aris and
home economies; and an upper
schaool.

YOUTH EDUCATION
OFFICERS

Couniry and Metropolitan Areas

Mr.

for
{1

(2)

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Education:

How many Yyouth education
officers are employed by the Edu-
cation Department at the present
time in—

(a) the country areas;

(b) the metropolitan area?

For which areas are these youth
education officers in the metro-
politan area?

Mr.

(o8

2)

17,
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J. T. TONKIN replied:
{a) 3.
h 8,

They are based at the following
secondary schools:—

John Curtin.
Scarborough.

Mt. Lawley.
Governor Stirling.
Cannington.
Kalamunda,
Armadale.
Melville.

EDUCATION

Special English Classes Jor Migrants

Mr.

for
(1)

2)

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Education:

How many migrant pupils receive
instruction in the English langu-
age in special classes for the pur-
pose in primary schools?

How many migrant students re-
ceive such instruction in special
classes in the secondary schools?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1)
(2)

18,

529.
138.

-~

AIR POLLUTION

Monitoring, and Personnel Employed

Mr.

for
(1)

(2}

3
(4)

(O8]

2)

(3}
(1)

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Health:

Will he consider releasing to the
public the results of the aerial
pellution monitoring which is
undertaken hy the clean air divi-
sion?

How many professional personnel
are employed for the purposes of
administering the Clean Air Act?

Is this number adequate?

If (3) is “No” what steps are be-
ing taken to remedy the situa-
tion?

. DAVIES replied:

These results are available, and
are provided to the Press, local
authorities, and other responsible
bodies, on request.

One engineer, one chemist and
two techniclans (all full-time); in

addition to medical personnel
{part-time),
No.

The appointment of two additional
officers for laboratory purposes
has been approved in prineciple,
bult is subject to funds being avail-
able.
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TEACHERS' TRAINING
COLLEGES
Married Female Trainees

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Education:

(1> How many married women over
24 years of age were accepted for
training into the teachers’ train-
ing colleges in 1969, 1970, and
1971 respectively?

(2) What allowance was paid to such
students—
ta) before the recent tribunal

decision;
(b) since that decision?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) 1969—32.
1970—15.
1971—68.
(2) (a} (i) Normal Intake:
No allowances.
(1) 2 Year Tertlary Trained:
Allowances (year 3)—
$1,152,
(it} Graduate:
Allowance (year 4)—
$1,193.
+ $500 graduate allow-
ance.
(b) The tribunal judgment did not
affect allowances.
CLEAN AIR ACT
Prasecutions

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Health:

(1) How many prosecutions have been
made under the Clean Afir Act
since its inception?

(2) How many requests for prosecu-
tion have been put forward by
the slean air division and which
have not resulted in the institu-
tion of legal proceedings?

Mr. DAVIES replied:

(1) None (the policy so far has been
to achieve the objectives of the
Act by negotiation and co-opera-
tion rather than compulsion}.

(2) None.

MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS

Printing
Mr. FLETCHER, to the Minister for
Health:
As an alternative to having doc-
tors write or type prescriptions to
a chemist, will he, if necessary,
amend the Act or regulations, or
take whatever action necessary to
have doctors print the name of
the preparation preseribed to-
gether with the dosage?

22,

23.

24,

Mr. DAVIES replied:

The subject of prescriptions was
considered by the Poisons Advis-
ory Committee at several meetings
last year; and the regulations
governing prescription-writing
were amended and published in
the Government Gazette on the
19th February, 1971.

The committee includes repre-
sentatives of all interested parties
and the honourable member's pro-
posal will, therefore, be referred to
this committee for advice.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Overseas Tours

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Education:

With reference to question No. 59
on Thursday, the 22nd July, is
it the view of the Education De-
partment that tours overseas by
high school students are not of
educational benefit and therefore
zl;ould not be conducted during
rm?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

The Education Department be-
lieves that these tours are of
educational benefit, but that the
students’ schooling should not be
interrupted by conducting them
during term time.

GASCOYNE RIVER
Dam at Rocky Pool

Mr. NORTON, to the Minister for
Works:

Can he give any estimate of when
the feasibility studies for the con-
struction of a dam at Rocky Pool
on the Gascoyne River will he
completed?

. JAMIESON replied:

All field investigations have been
completed and the final report is
expected by the end of Septem-
ber, 1971,

HOSPITAL
Busselton: Site

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Has the decision to construct =
new hospital at Busselton been
confirmeqd?

If “Yes” has the site been secured?

If any part of the desired land
is as yet unsecured, what steps are
being taken to obtain title?
Is planning proceeding on the
hospital, and if it 1s, at what stage
has such planning reached?

(2)
3

4)
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When is it expected that—

(a) detailed planning will
completed,

(h) construction will commence;

(¢) the hospital will be commis-
sioned?

DAVIES replied:

Yes.

Part has been secured.

Negotiations proceeding to acquire
balance.

No, as staff are engaged on work
of a higher priority.

(a) to (¢) Dates cannot be speci-
fied. A decision on a programme
will follow a review of priorities
after allocation of loan funds is
known.

be

ILMENITE
Road Transport

JONES, to the Minister represent-

the Minister for Transport:

What were the tonnages of ilmen-

ite carted by road from Capel to

Bunbury—

(a) by railway road services for
the years 1965 to 1970 inclu-
sive;

(h) by private contractors for the
same periods?

What are the estimated tonnages
to be carted in the future by road?

. MAY replied:

and (2) To publicise the details
as requested in fthese instances
would divulge the volume of ocur
ciient’s business and this is
against Government policy.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

Power Generation: Chem-coke Method

My,

JONES, to the Minister for Elec-

tricity:

)

2}

3

1)
)
)

Has the Commission investigated
the possibhility of producing power
by the chem-coke method whereby
hot gas, a by-product, is used as
an energy to produce steam, which
is fed direct to generators?

If “Yes” what were the results
of the investigations?

If “No" will the State Electricity
Commission investigate the pro-
cess?

. JAMIESON replied:

No.

Answered by (1).

The process has not had general
application in Australia. The
commission would be prepared to
consider a proposal.

21.
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MANJIMUP CO-OPERATIVE

FRUIT CANNERY

Study Group Recommendations, and

Mr,

Board Members
COURT, to the Minister for In-

dustrial Development:

18y

2)

(3)

)

2)
3

28.

Is the proposed Manjimup Co-
operative Fruif Cannery, an-
nounced in The West Australian
the 16th July, 1971, under the
heading “Manjimup Cannery to
cost $209,000”, in accordance with
the recommendations of the co-
operative fruit canning study
group?

If not, in what particulars does
it differ?

Has the flnal constitution of the
co-operative bhoard been deter-
mined and, if so, who are the
members?

. GRAHAM replied:

No; the majority recommendation
of the Co-operative Fruit Can-
ning Study Group centred on fur-
tt:hﬁr investigations being under-
faken,

See answer to (1),
Yes.
Ml;s D. D. Reid, M.L.A,, orchard-

.

Mr. A. Simcock, orchardist,

Mr. A, E, Manning, orchardist
and nurseryman,

Mr. J. W. Dwyer, accountant.
Mr. G. J. Parke, orchardist

and a director appoinied by the
Governtnent of Western Australia,

IRON ORE

Temporary Reserves Within Witlenocom

Mr.

National Park
COURT, to the Minister for In-

dustrial Development:
(1) Has the Government reached final-

)

(n

ity in its negotiations with Han-
wright about the revision of
boundaries of temporary reserve
areas within the national park
near Wittenoom?

Is it anticipated that the neces-
sary amending agreements such as
Hanwright, Hamersley Iron, and
Mt. Bruce will be signed in the
near future and presented to Par-
linment for ratiflcation this ses-
sion, or is it intended to deal with
these amendments and all other
Pilbara negotiations at or about
the same time?

. GRAHAM replied:

No. but negotiations are still con-
tinuing.
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2)

29.

[ASSEMBLY.]

It is expected that the agreements
in respect of Hanwright, Hamers-
ley Iron, and Mt. Bruce will be
signed in time for presentation to
Parliament for ratification during
the current session.

IRON ORE

Nimingarra, Sunrise Hill, and Yarrie

Mr.

Deposits: Negotiations
COURT, to the Minister for In-

dustrial Development:

(&)

2

3)

1
)
(3>

30.

3|

My,

Has finality bheen reached in
negotiations between Goldsworthy,
Sentinel Mining Company, and
the Government in respect of the
Nimingarra, Sunrise Hill, and
Yarrie deposits as well as other
areas covered by the Sentinel
agreement?

If negotiations are not complete,
when is finality expected?

Will ratifying legislation be intro-
duced this session?

. GRAHAM replied:

No.
Before the 30th Sepiember, 1971,

Yes.

MORTGAGEES’ RIGHTS
RESTRICTION ACT

Re-enactment

. McPHARLIN, to the Premier:

Does the Government intend to
re-enact the Mortegagees’ Rights
Restriction Act?

J. T. TONKIN replied:

As yet a decision on this guestion
has not been made.

TOURISM

Karri Log Alongside Eyre Highway

Mr,

WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Tourism:

32.

Mr.

What is or will be the cost of
transporting and placing in posi-
tion the karri log alongside the
Eyre Highway?

. T. D, EVANS replied:

The Tourist Development Auth-
ority has been informed that the
estimated cost of transporting the
log and locating it alangside the
Eyre Highway is $2,000.

The authority has agreed to con-
fribute two-~thirds of the actual
cost to & maximum of $1,333

DRAINAGE
Rate: Presgton District
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

)

Is it intended to abolish the
drainage rate of $2 per property
which is at present levied apgainst

33.

2)

Mr.

(1)

Mr,

Bunbury residents who live in the
Preston drainage district; if so.
when?

If not, will this levy be increased
this financial year?

JAMIESON replied:

The striking of rates for the year
commencing the 1st September,
1971, is presently under considera-
tion and no decision has yet been
made.

Answered by (1.

“LESCHENAULT LADY"
LOCOMOTIVE

Installation of Boiler
WILLTAMS, to the Minister for

Railways:

(¢}

2)

(3

(4)

{5)

(8)

a1

2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
6)

Is there a new or used boiler at
Midland workshops suitable for
use in elther or both of the “G"-
class locomotives (G.123 or .233?

Could this work be carried out
in the Bunbury workshops?

What would be the approximate
cost of installation in—

(a) Midland;
(h) Bunbury?

Would the Western Australian
Government Railways install the
boiler free of charge to the
organisation responsible for the
running of the vintage train
“Leschenault Lady” or contribute
towards the cost?

If by contribution, in what way
and/or by how much?

Would he give an assurance that
a suitable boiter will be retained
for the re-boilering of a “G"-class
locomotive to haul the vintage
train, i.e., either G.123 or G.233?

. BERTRAM replied:

A used beiler is available but
would require general overhaul,

A replacement boiler could not be
installed at the Bunbury work-
shops.

(a) Boiler overhaul -- approxi-
mately $5,000 to $6,000.
This expenditure would not
coVer any repairs necessary
to the engine, j.e., frame, etc.

(b) Answered by (2).

No, it is considered that respon-
sibility for expenditure of this
nature should not rest with the
Railways Department.

Answered by (4).

Assuming the boiler In mind s
the one referred to in (1)—Yes,
but not indefinitely.
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STATE SHIPPING
SERVICE

Round-Australia Voyages: Profit or Loss

Mr.,

STEPHENS, to the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Transport:

1)

(2)

(3}

4)

80

)

@

(4)

What was the profit or loss on
the round-Australia voyages of the
State Shipping Service?

If a loss, what amount was attri-
buted to—

() passenger services;

(b) cargo services?

If a profit, why was the service
discontinued?

Who were the Eastern States
agents for the State Shipping Ser-
vice at the time of the ahove
service?

. MAY replied:

The average loss per voyage onh
the round Australia voyages
was:i—

Operating Loss—$30,824.

Loss including Interest and De-
preciation—$76,106.

In a cargo passenger ship opera-
tion it is extremely difflcult to
arrive at a separate allocation of
profit or loss as being attributable
to either cargo or passenger traf-
fic. One example affecting such
an allocation would be the appor-
tionment of overheads and losses
caused by delays occasioned In
loading or discharging, industrial
disputes or weather. Passenger
vessels have much higher con-
struction cost and cost more to
keep in class than a straight out
cargo vessel.

However, taking passenger traffic
in isolation, i.e., earning versus
direct wage and victualling costs,
the actual result over a 12 month
period showed that, on an
average, earnings approximately
equated expenditure.

Therefore, the passenger venture
was not profitable,

Answered by(l).

However, the reason for discon-
tinuing this service was that the
commission was able to effect
economies in the north-west Dar-
win trade by concentrating
Koolama on the north-west Dar-
win trade and speeding up the
schedules of the three larger
cargo passenger vessels, The Ser-
vice on the then level of traffic,
was enabled to dispose of S.8.
Dorrigo and thus ease the burden
of the overall loss oh trading.
Main agents were:—

Brisbane—Burns Philp and Co.
Lid

35.
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Newcastle — MeclIlwraith, Me-~
Eachern Ltd.

Sydney — Initially Associated
Steamships Pty. Ltd. changed
early 1967 to Howard Smith
Industries Pty. Ltd.

Melbourne—Associated Steam-
ships Pty. Ltd.

TOWN PLANNING

Green Belt Reserves: Cost of

Mr.

Acquisition
THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Town Planning:

1

2)

Mr.

(L
2)

36.
Hwinanag-Balga Power Line: Proposed

Mr.

How much money has been spent
in acquiring land for the recrea-
tional reserve or “green belt”
along the Darling scarp adjacent ~
to Perth?

How much money has been spent
in acquiring similar reserves in
the Helena and Bickley Valleys?

GRAHAM replied:

1959-60 to 1970-71—%8,870,717.
Helena Valley—$251,533 (Included
in the $2,870,717 mentioned in (1)
above.)

Bickley Valley—$22.000 (Included

in the $8,870,717 mentioned in (1)
above.)

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

Route
THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Electricity:

(1)

(2)

(1)

Will he table a plan showing all
routes considered by the State
Electricity Commission and/or
the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority for the proposed 330
K.V. power line from Kwinana to
Balga?

As the General Meanager of the
State  Electricity = Commission
stated at a public meeting In
Kalamunda on the 7th June that
the Commission was going to
spend more money to construct
the line as far east as the two
routes under examination because
they were concerned about the
impact on the aesthettes of the
coastal plain, will he indicate
what routes the General Manager
had in mind when he made that
statement, and how much money
would be saved if such a route
were adopted?

. JAMIESON replied:

No. Transmission lines are highly
capital intensive. The first selec-
tion is the shortest possible route,
ie. straight line between two
points. This is tempered by
practical considerations of terrain,
obstacles, acceptability, etc. By
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37.

3s.

39

this methed the two routes now
under detalled consideration
evolved.

The slternative to which the gen-
eral manager referred was a hypo-
thetica] route being the shortest
distance to the northern terminal,
This direct route would have in-
volved a shorter line to construct,
but would have been impractical
because of barriers caused by In-
tense development, airport restric-
tions and the river crossings. For
this reason the longer line route
was chosen and the shorter route
was not costed.

MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Aypailable Funds and Expenditure,
1971-72

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Works:

(1) What amount of funds will be
available to the Main Roads De-
partment for the 1971-72 finan-
clal year?
What is the budgeted expenditure
figure for the Main Roads Depart-
ment during the 1971-72 financial
year?

JAMIESON replied:

The Main Roads Department has
prepated a programme of works
for 197:-72 based on estimated re-
celpts of $59,772,400. This includes
statutory grants to local authori-
ties amounting to $12,437,000.

(2) $59,772,400.

ATR POLLUTION
Midland Brick Company.! Chimneys
Mr. O°CONNOR, to the Minister for
Health:
In view of the possibility of
natural gas being used by Midland
Brick Company before the end of
1971, will he defer action regard-
ing installation of higher chim-
neys at these woerks until it has
been able to ascertain the effects
of conversion to natural gas?

. DAVIES replied:
No; there are reasons other than

the fuel used which necessitate
higher chimneys.

(2}

(2)

Mr.
4§

. FISH PROCESSING
ESTABLISHMENT AT SHARK BAY
Takeover Negotictions

Mr. NORTON, to the Minister for In-

dustrial Development:

(1} Does he know of any negotiations
in progress with a Japanese firm
to establish or take over a fish
processing establishment at Shark
Bay?

12) If “Yes” can he give details?

40,
Wagin

41,

42.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr.
(48]

GRAHAM replied:

No, although officers of the Fish-
erles Department have heard
rumours that negotiations are pro-
ceeding.

(2) See answer to (1).

EDUCATION
Parents’ Associations: Deputation

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Did he recelve a deputation on
about the 12th March, 1971, from
the Wagin Parents and Friends’
Association and the Wagin Par-
enfs and Citizens' Association?
If “Yes” what was the subject
or subjects for discussion?

Were any requests made?

Did he make any recommenda-
tions to the department as a
result of the discussions?

J. T. TONKIN replied:
Yes.

Future educational developments
in Wagin.

Requests were submitted for the
establishment of a secondary
school and improved facilities at
the existing school.

Arrangements were made for the
Deputy Director-General of Edu-
cation to accompany me {o Wagin
to inspect the school and meet
the local committee,

2)

(&3]
(4)

Mr.
(L)
@)

3)

4)

MIDLAND ABATTOIR

Slaughtering of Sheep and Lambs
Bought Privately
Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
What number of—
(a) sheep; and
(h} lambs,
slaughtered weekly at Midland for
the financial year 1970-71 did not
pass through the Midland sale-
yards but were bought privately
or at other sales?
. H. D. EVANS replied:

This information is not available.

HOSPITAL
Dumbleyung: Kitchen Block
Mr, W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister
for Health:
Is it proposed to proceed with the
construction of & new kitchen
block at the Dumbleyung hospital
this finaneial year?
Mr. DAVIES replied:
No.
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QUESTIONS (4): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

LICENSING COURT

Non-reappointment of Mr. H. R. Robinson

Mr.

Mr.

COURT, to the Attorney-General:

I would like to address a ques-
tion without notice to the
Attorney-General. I did not send
him notice of it because I think
the question is one that he can
answer easily off the cuff. Why
was Mr. H. R. Robinson's ap-
pointment to the Licensing Court
not renewed at the end of his first
term?

. BERTRAM replied:

In answer to the honourable mem-
bers’ question, it is because the
Act only provides for an appoint-
ment for three years. The matter
was given due consideration by
Cabinet and in consequence of
that deliberation Mr. Robinson was
not appointed but somebody else
was appointed instead.

EGG PRODUCERS
Refusal to License
W. A. MANNING, {o the Minister

for Agriculture:

(1}

(2)

(3)
Mr.

Have egg producers who have been
refused a license been given
reasons for the refusal?

If not, how can an appeal be
satisfactorily made against such
decision?

Will he supply reasons?
H. D. EVANS replied:

In reply to the member for Nar-
rogin, whom I thank for some
notice of his question, I have to
say that persons whose applica-
tions for a license were not ap-
proved have been advised by cir-
cular letter that the reason for
the refusal was that the applica-
tions were not in accord with the
bases and principles as approved
by the Minister for Agriculture.
Briefly, these bases and principles
were as follows:—

(1) Producers were given a basic
allocation based on the max-
imum number of birds as dis-
closed on the C.E.M.A. returns
during the 12 months prior to
the 2nd April, 1970,

Where the applicant had est-
ablished to the board's satis-
faction that a deflnite finan-
cial commitment had been
entered into prior to the 2nd
April, 1970, special considera-
tion was given to the alloca-
tion of additional birds.

(2)
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(3) The whole circumstances of
a rejected application are
examined in the event of an
appeal, not just certain
aspects of it.

I would like to table for the hon-
ourable member's information,
firstly, a copy of the circular letter
to which I referred which was the
instrument of identification in
each case, Also, I would like to
table 8 copy of the bases and prin-
ciples referred to in reports (1)
and (2) and also the circular letter
farwarded to each applicant with
the official application form.

The report and correspondence were tabled.

Mr.

DAY-OLD CHICEKS
Transport from Narrogin
W. A. MANNING, to the Minister

for Railways:

(1)

(2)

(3}

0}
2)

(&))]

Is it a fact that day-old chickens
will not now be received at Nar-
rogin for transport by road bus to
areas such as Boddington, Kon-
dinin, Lake Grace, Hopetoun, etc.?

If so, what is the reason for refus-
ing transport to such inoffensive
passengers?

Will he reverse the decislon?

. BERTRAM replied:

I thank the honourable member
for some notice of this question,
the answers to which are as fol-
lows:—

Yes.,

Arrangements were altered last
yvear by the reason that in the
road buses the only place the
chickens could be accommeodated
was in the baggage compartment
which was close to the engine and
this resulted in an extensive loss
of chickens and subsequent claims.
The present arrangement i1s that
the day-old chicks are conveyed
by railway and road trucks.

By reason of the circumstances
which I have outlined in respect
to question (2}, no.

4. MANJIMUP CO-OPERATIVE

FRUIT CANNERY

Study Group Recommendalions, and

Mr.

Board Members
COURT, to the Minister for Indus-

dustrial Development and Decentrali-
sation:

Arising out of the answer he gave
to question 27 in which he said
that the majority recommendation
of the Co-operative Fruit Canning
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Study Group centred onr farther
investigations being undertaken,
do I take it from this answer that
the Government has decided to
proceed independently of the re-
port that had been put forward
by the group, or did it Incor-
porate into its final decision most
of the ideas put forward by the
group? I understand the group
had reached a certain stage in its
recommendations when it sub-
mitted its report.

Mr. GRAHAM replied:

It was on account of the bleak
prospect facing the fruit growers
in the south-western areca, around
the Manjimup and Donnybrook
districts, that it became urgently
necessary that something should
be done in view of the projected
cessation of canning operations in
the Plaimar works at West Perth.
For this reason, the Department
of Industrial Development and
Decentralistation  busied  itself
expeditiously and fortunately was
able to produce a plan that will
result in a fruit-canning industry
being established in the south-
west, and T am confident it will
not suffer a fate anything akin
to the previous proposal; namely,
the establishment of a fruit-can-
ning factory by the Shepparton
Preserving Company.

In replylng to this question I take
the opportunity to express my con-
cern that an honoursble member
in another place took advantage
of an opportunity yesterday to
pour cold water on the scheme.
I do not think he will earn any
gratitude from the people iIn the
district, and I think he has ren-
dered a gross disservice to a pro-
ject sponsored by the Government
and financially supported by the
Erowers, Manjimup husiness
peaple, and others. Further, in
this respect I acknowledge the
work done by the representative
for the fruit-growing district, the
member for Blackwood. He has
played a not inconsiderable pari
in bringing the proposed works to
the stage already reached.

SUPPFLY BILL
Returned
Bill returned from the Council without
amendment,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On maotion by Mr. I. W. Manning, leave
of absence for seven weeks granted to Mr.
Hutchinson (Cottesloe) on the ground of
private husiness.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILLS (12): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Road Maintenance (Contribution) Act
Repeal Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. J.
T. Tonkin (Premier), and read a
first time.

2. Snowy Mountains Engineering Cor-
poration Enabling Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Graham (Minister for Industrial
Development and Decentralisation),
and read a first time.

3. Stamp Act Amendment Bill,
4, Land Tax Assessment Act Amend-
ment Bill.

5. Vermin Act Amendment Bill.

6. Noxious Weeds Act Amendment Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr,
T. D. Evans (Treasurer), and read
a first time,
7. Bulk Handling Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. H.
D. Evans (Minister for Agriculture),
and read a Arst time.

8. Administration Act Amendment Bill
8. Property Law Act Amendment Bill.

10. Inheritance (Family and Dependants
Provision) Bill,

11. Wills Act Amendment Bill.

12. Offenders Probation and Parole Act
Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
Bertram (Attorney-General), and
read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 27th July, on
the following motion by Mr. A, R.
Tonkin:—

That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency’s Speech be
agreed to:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our most Gracious Bovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech yon have been pleased
to address to Parliament,

MR. BROWN (Merredin-Yilgarn) [5.18
p.an.]l: Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate you on your election to the Chair
of this House, and through the confidence
which the electors of Merredin-Yilgarn
have reposed in me I have the privilege of
doing this. Knowing you personally and
being aware of your keen and active in-
terest in local government and of the ac-
tions you have taken In the short period
that you have been g member of the State
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Government, I feel sure that the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia will be well
served by you as our Speaker, Therefore
it is with & great deal of pleasure that I
wish you well in your high office.

To the Premier of Western Australia I,
too, offer my congratulations. His enthus-
iasm and devotion to his responsibilities
are certainly an inspiration, particularly
to those members who have had only a
short period of service in this Parliament.

On this occasion I would also like to ex-
tend my congratulations to the members of
the Ministry which, in some small part, I
had the honour of selecting. I am confi-
dent that we will be well served by those
Ministers, and I feel certain they will ful-
fil their responsibilities in accordance with
the wishes of the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

I would also like to extend my congratu-
lations to the Leader of the Opposition,
and I am sure that his deputy will pass
on my good wishes to him. I extend my
congratulations to him for the length of
time during which he has served in and
led the Parliament of Western Australia.
Furthermore, I hope he will have the op-
portunity, subject to the will of the elec-
tors, to break another record in his term
of office on the other side of the House.

I join with other members in congrat-
ulating the 10 other new members who
have been elected to the Legislative Assem-
bly. In particular I would like to congratu-
late the membher for Mirrabooka on the
example he has set {0 the new members of
Parliament. I am certain that Parliament
wiil be well served by the member for
Boulder-Dundas. Having known the mem-
ber for Toodyay over many years and his
calibte to undertake responsibilities, I
know that he, too, will serve Parliament
well. I hope that with the support of my
party and Parliament generally I will be
given the opportunity to serve those elec-
tors who have placed their trust in me.

I would now like to make reference to
my two predecessors (The Hon. Lionel
Kelly and Mr. J. M. Stewart). In my asso-
ciation with the Merredin-Yilgarn elec-
torate I have known hboth those gentle-
men for many years. Of course, the former
was a Minister of the Crown, known for
his devotion to duty. I have been associ-
ated with Mr, Stewart in local government,
and I acknowledge the ouistanding service
he has rendered in this field. In my capac-
ity as the President of the Merredin Shire
Council I acknowledge the courtesy and
the attention which he showed to the shire
in his term of office in this Parliament and
as a supporter of the Government.

It is on a sad note that I make refer-
ence to the late Hon. J. J. Garrigan
who, through his efforts, made my task
easier—if this task can be made easier.
He left no stone unturned to support my
candidature on the two occasions that I
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had the honour to represent my party
in an election for a seat in Parliament.
I am conscious of his serviee not only to
myself, but more particularly to the people
of the province which he represented. I
can safely say that he was a very active
worker for, and a frequent visitor to, ail
sections of his electorate.

It is now opportune for me to refer to
the Merredin-Yilgarn electorate which is
situated on the eastern side of Green-
mount. This electorate commences at
the periphery of Bgaandee and stretches
to the south to Dudinin, then to the east
past Widgiemooltha and to the south for
some 30 miles, The area embraces seven
local authorities, namely the Shires of
Kulin, Kondinin, Narembeen, Merredin,
Westonia, Yilgarn, and Coolgardie.

I am, indeed, fortunate to represent an
area which has so much diversification,
and I trust that during my term in this
Parliament I will be able to promote
further interest in the electorate. It is
very important that I make mention of
the southern portion of my electorate;
namely, the farming districts of Kulin,
Kondinin, Narembeen, Westonia, and por-
tions of Yilgarn; but in particular the
areas south of Merredin. When one takes
into account the area of the Kulin Shire
which embraces the towns of Dudinin,
Jitarning, and Pingaring, and stretches
to the east for & distence in excess of
100 miles to the small centre of Holt Rock,
one is able to have an appreciation of
the situation,

A similar situation exists in the Shire of
Kondinin which embraces the Earlgarin
and Hyden areas. I am referring to the
recession which those districts have faced
and are still facing. That situation existed
last year and the year before; it has been
intensified over the past three years.

This state of affairs is econfined not gnly
to the two shires I have mentioned, but
also to the Shires of Narembeen, Westonia,
and Yilgarn. The situation is very criti-
cal in those areas, and the people there
have no opportunity for diversification
except in the pursuits of agriculture; that
is, in the production of wheat, sheep, cats,
and barley. They cannot diversify their
activities in any other way. With costs
rising and with commodity prices falling
their position is, indeed, parlous. I am
confident that the Minister for Agriculture
will shoulder his responsibilities in such
a manner that he will be exemplified as
one who is ready to assist the rural com-
munity. He has clearly demonstrated to
all sections of my electorate his drive and
vigour, despite the odds that are against
him. Whilst it migh{ be said that he has
an unenviable task, I am confident that
he will surmount the difficulties and that
his efforts will result in a turnabout in
the plight of the rural industries which,
through his administration, will no doubt
Progress.



312

The Merredin-Yilgarn district is known
for its high productivity. This is an area
where the wheat quotas have caused
grievances amongst the members of the
farming community; and it Is indeed
difficult in the Shires of Merredin, Narem-
been, Westonia, and Yilgarn—and the
Westonia and Yilgarn districts are con-
sidered to be marginal areas—to reconcile
the fact that those areas are responsible
- for nearly 500,000 bushels of top cut. Then
again in the Shires of Kulin and Kondinin
the increase in uplift is in the vieinity
of 160,000 bushels. However, the farming
communities in those areas have re-
affirmed their support of the Minister for
Agriculture who is faced with a difficult
task.

I think it should be clearly stated at this
stage that the responsibility for the intro-
duction of the top cut lies with the
executive of the wheat section of the
Farmers' Union, Whilst the farmers were
perhaps looking generally for an alterna-
tive and for relief in regard to the pro-
duction of grain, it was very difficult to
alter a aquota system which had been
changed twice within two years, and
threatened to be changed a third time. So
the Minister for Agriculture has the sup-
port of the farming communities through-
out the district.

T believe that if rain does not fall scon,
and if the circumstances become any maore
perilous, the people there will be facing
a very bad time in the immediate future.
However optimistic I would like to be—
and perhaps optimistic I must be-I
consider that if the wheat quots is over-
filled, and sales do not fall into line with
our production, then another drastic view
of the quotas must be taken. It s
my humble and considered opinion that
it this must take place the traditional
areas of wheat production should be given
a preference.

Whilst we may lcense the growers I
consider, In fairness to those people, that
they should receive a preference. For that
reason Parliament may be asked—the
Government may be asked—to consider
zoning the State so that viability can be
brought back to the industry. Of course,
when one talks about rural economy one
realises that reference has already been
made to the situation regarding wool and
the other produce from sheep. When ohe
considers that a farmer, tailing his lambs,
tails the ewes and cutis the throats of the
wethers one can see there is not a very
bright or happy future for the farming
community.

Perhaps it would be opportune to refer
to the Rural Reconstruction Scheme. I
see from the answer to a question on the
notice paper that there could be three
successful applicants from the Merredin-
Yilgarn electorate. Perhaps there will be
a fourth successful applicant if the pas-
toral area is Included. However, more
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likely than not no applicant from this
reglon, which produces a large percentage
of the grain produce of the State, will be
successful. One is inclined to ask: What
does rural reconstruction do?

If rural reconstruction favoured people
in the southern areas of the State I feel
it would have the support of Parliament.
However, for my part I think we would
be ill-advised to accept the $14,600,000
from the Commonwealth without being able
to use it to the best advantage of the
State, If the New South Wales Govern-
ment can utilise its funds from the Com-
monwealth for the purchase of over-quota
wheat under the guise of premium wheat
I see no reason whatsoever why we should
not make the strongest representation to
the Commonwealth to ensure that the
funds are employed in the most suitable
manner.

Of course, when I say the most suitable
manner it can be deduced that one must
have the facilities to handle the wheat
and wool; one must have killing facilities
and freezing facllities; and one must have
the export market for the produce. I am
confident that if the rural reconstruction
funds are not used to the advantage of the
State then the situation will be aggravated.

I might make reference, Mr. Acting
Speaker (Mr, Bateman), te the fact that
the Commonwealth Development Bank, in
its generous loans to farmers over the
years, has created a situation where the
farmers cannot meet their overdrafts or
their hire-purchese commitments and they
cannot make their repayments to the Com-
monwealth Development Bank.

I do not know whether or not the funds
which are to be made available are tied
to rural reconstruction, To my mind the
money used on rural reconstruction will
not assist the farming community in any
way whatsoever.

I would now like to refer to the mining
industry, and particularly to the mining
which takes place in the Yilgarn. We are
all aware of the quantity of iron ore pro-
duced in the Yilgarn Shire. That ore s
trucked from Koolyanobbing. We are also
aware of the expansion taking place in
Kambalda where, four years ago, there was
nothing of anhy consequence. When one
sees the development taking place in that
area, and observes the productivity, one
realises that our nickel ore has been a
bonus to Western Australia.

I feel quite confident that if the pold-
mining industry could receive the gald sub-
s5idy which {s required for the interim per-
iod, the people in the goldflelds would be
far better served as would the State of
Western Austrelia. However, our Ilmpas-
sioned pleas to the Commonwealth have
fallen on gdeaf ears.

The Yilgarn area is still producing gold,
and the mine at Marvel Loch is carrying
out exploration and extending its activit-
ies. There is activity from Bullfinch, right
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through the Coolgardie Shire to Kalgoorlie,
and it is a sad day for us that we do not
receive a gold subsidy from the Common-
wealth, As I have said, we are fortunate
in having the nickel minefields in the Cool-
gardie area. Their productivity Is of tre-
mendous benefit to the State, Something
like 1,000,000 tons of ore are crushed each
year from which 36,000 tons of nickel con-
centrate are produced,

Five years ago there was a shortage of
nickel concentrate throughout the world,
but through the astuteness of the manage-
ment of Western Mining Corporation, that
company has been able to tle up contracts
throughout the world, and there appears
to be a very bright future for the nickel in-
dustry in Western Australia. Whereas five
years ago there was a shortage of nickel,
at present there is a surplus and I trust
that ocur Canadian friends will not take
over this market as they have our market
for agricultural products.

Referring to the Shire of Coolgardie, and
in particular te the town of Kambalda,
the needs of the community are very ap-
parent. Whilst it is & great tribute that
36,000 tons of nickel concentrate are pro-
duced, to make that production possible
people are required. Nearly 5,000 people
live in the township of Kambalda, and they
are very suitably housed. The environment
within the townships of Kambalda and
West Kambalda reflects credit on those
who live there, and those responsible for
the establishment of the towns. However,
the needs of Kambalda have to be suitably
served, Those 1,487 people who work in the
mine and who are responsible for its ac-
tivities both above and below the surface
require medical services, education facil-
ities, and recreational opportunities.

The local shire has measured up to its
responsibility in accordance with the sup-
port it has received from the company, but
there is a responsibility upon the Govern-
ment to supply the other necessary facil-
ities. Whilst it can be said that if the re-
quirements are made known they will be
supplied, I think we also have the responsi-
bility of anticipating the needs of our
State.

It will be my responsibility, in asso-
ciation with my colleagues, to make repre-
sentation to our Minister for Education
for the provision of a senior high school
in the area so that the principle of decen-
tralisation and equal opportunity can be
afforded those people,

The hazards associated with employ-
ment in the area place a responsibility on
the Government to provide first-class
medical attention. I am not suggesting for
one moment that first-class medical atten-
tion is not available in Western Australia,
but people in outback areas require such
services and for that reason the Minister
for Health will receive my representation
—in association with my colleagues—to
ensure that hospital services and sufficient
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medical practitioners are available to serve
this community which is serving the State.

The Western Mining Corporation 1s not
the only company operating within the
area. Such companies as Anaconda, In-
ternational Nickel and Metal Exploration
-—-along with others—are unknown quan-
tities when it comes to wealth. I feel quite
sure that the Government is mindful of
its responsibility concerning the invest-
ment of $18,000,000 for the establishment
of a raillway service from Kalgoorlie,
through Kambalda and Widgiemooltha, to
Esperance, 1 make representation to the
Government for favourable consideration
of the implementation of that railway line.

I realise, of course, that $9,000,000 is
available from the Western Mining Cor-
poration, $3,400,000 is available from the
Lake Lefroy salt company and, in addition,
$5,600,000 has been allocated as & loan on
behalf of Western Mining Corporation.
That loan is repayable over seven years
and carries an interest rate of 7.5 per
cent., and it is subject t0 Commonwealth
approval.  Alternatively, the Common-
wealth could supply the funds. We should
do our utmost, in the interests of Western
Australia, to see that the standard gauge
railway is constructed not only for today,
but for tomorrow and for the benefit of
Western Australia in the centuries ahead.

It must also he remembered that the
companies concerned will supply the rolling
stock. However, the companies do not
provide the funds for nothing; they receive
the benefits of reduced freight rates. If
there is a difference of opinion at the mo-
ment I trust it can be settled amicably
s0 that the project will have an opportunity
to proceed.

The people living within the eastern
wheatbelt and the southern portion of the
Merredin-Yilgarn electorate would welcome
an opportunity to have such an undertak-
ing in the area which would be used for
Eheubeneﬁt of the State of Western Aus-
ralia.

It is also incumbent on the Government
to consider the extension of electricity
services and water services to the people
living in the southern part of the State.
The high tension power line from Wagin
to Merredin will involve an expenditure of
some $600,000, and the area which will be
served by electricity has served the State
well. I feel sure that the Minister for
Electricity, and other members, will want
to support any undertaking which will
implement the construction of that line.
There is an urgent need for its cons-
truction. It is usually found that
those who live farthest from the
centres are the least served. I look forward
to the completion of the undertaking.

I would also refer to the 1966 period
when S.E.C. services were supplied to
farmers, and the farmers are to pay for
the services over a period of 30 years at
a very low interest rate. The farming
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community is entitled to these facilities.
I know that the Treasurer has a tremen-
dous responsibility in administering the
funds of the State.

I do not say the following words with
my tongue in my cheek, but let us utilise
our resources, if Western Australia is going
to have a deficiency of $30,000,000 at the
end of this financial year. The Treasurer
of Queensland had a deficit in excess of
$60,000,006. I am not saying he received
his knighthood for that particular effort,
but I offer this contribution to the debate
on the Address-in-Reply in view of the
development and progress that will take
place in Western Australia.

It would be remiss of me if I did not
make some reference to local government.
I feel that the Minister for Local Govern-
ment. who is my colleague in the Merredin-
Yilgarn electorate, is facing a challenge.
With th2 admission of adult franchise, I
think the impaosition of a tax on the com-
munity, for the community, is worthy of
consideration.

During the conference of the Couniry
Shire Councils’ Association in Perth last
week, it was evident that those peaple
who have represented local autharities
without reward look forward to some con-
tribution for their serviees. I think they
are justly entitled to a reward for their
services in view of the responsibilities
they bear. It is very clear that sections
of the Local Government Act provide for
disbursements to members of local authori-
ties, and I consider such disbursements
should be made on an equitable State-wide
basis rather than for the favoured few.

Perhaps this is also an opportune time
to mention traffic control, which became
a controversial issue at the Country Shire
Councils® Association conference. Section
11A (1) cf the Traffic Act, which was en-
acted in 1969, clearly defines the responsi-
bility of a local authority. It provides
that & local authority may hand over the
responsibility for vehicle licensing and
traffic control to the Minister for Police,
if the Minister thinks fit. Several shires
in Western Australia have taken advant-
age of this provision, and I feel quite
confident that when they have had time
to reflect upon the matter of traffic con-
trol and the desirability of uniformity
throughout the State, shire councils will
find they will be better served by having
one authority dealing with this control,

I would now like to discuss education
in the eastern wheatbelt. In the Shire
of Merredin there is a high school hostel
which is run by the Anglican Church and
known as St. Michael's Hcuse. This hostel
was established in 1962 and now caters for
128 pupils since it was extended. It is
& magnificent brick building which caters
for youngsters from the north, the south,
the east, and the west of the centre,
stretching right through to Rawlinna.
When attention was drawn to the urgent
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need for expansion of this hostel, we were
supplied with a transportable type of
building. If it is intended only as 8 tem-
porary measure, one can have no quarrel
with it, but plans must be made for build-
ings which are commensurate with our
requirements.

There is now a very urgent need to pro-
vide education at a five-year level, because
for 1972 applications from 31 girls and
five boys have heen rejected. Those
youngsters will not have the opportunity
to improve thelr education wunless they
can make alternative arrangements; so the
situation is desperate. I would like &
portion of the hostel funds which have
been allocated to the Pilbara district to
be allocated to my electorate, but I am
sure the member for Pilbara would not
accede to my request. I think the State
should be divided and special contribu-
tions made to the northern portion of the
State for hostel accommodation, but not
at the expense of the people who live in
the southern part of the State. I there-
fore bring to the notice of the Govern-
ment the urgent necessity for the up-
grading of our hostel at Merredin.

Some two weeks ago there was a repert
in the newspaper concerning the Shire
of Merredin. I do not dispute the ac-
curacy of the report but I feel the detalils
given left a lot to be desired. I know of
keen businessmen in the town who are
making representations to the newspapers
in an endeavour to have their grievances
rectified. To suggest that we are erying
poverty because of the grim situation that
exists is far from the truth.

There is a great deal of enthusiasm for
the future in the area. We feel quite
confident that with the appointment of
a Minister for Decentralisation there will
be further expansion. The pig industry,
for examble, is at its highest peak, and
the largest pig sales in Western Australia
are conducted in this area, There are
in the area storage facilities for grain in
excess of 8,000,000 bushels. When one
considers the services operated by the
oil industry, at a cost to the industry of
many thousands of dollars, one realises
there is a bright future for this town, and
nearby neighbours will rightfully share
in this prosperity.

While speaking about the Merredin-
Yilgarn electorate, I would like to make
some further observations in regard to the
railway line. We are all very pleased that
a standard gauge rail link has been
established between Perth and Sydney.
However, I consider that in formulating
the plans cognisance should have been
taken of the local people before the track
was Jaid. We have the position that some
towns are bhisected, others are bypassed,
and one town is even forgotten.

We are concerned that there should be
the fullest possible utilisation of this
service. When one considers the pains
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which are belng suffered by the wheat
industry, and the fact that premium
wheat cannot be transported to the metro-
politan area on the standard gauge rail,
the situation is seen to be critical. Further-
more, there is a hacklog of applications for
reservations on the magnificent trains that
run between the east and the west.

It is time we produced the rolling stock
and planned ahead for the services that
can be provided We must face our
responsibilities with fortitude and courage
to ensure that this State is served to the
fullest possible extent.

I congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on your
election, and I thank the -electors of
Merredin-Yilgarn for their confidence.

MR. COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) [5.56
pm.]: Mr, Speaker, I would like to offer
my congratulations to you on your ap-
peintment as Speaker of this House. May
I also take the opportunity to congratulate
those members who have been elected as
chairmen of the various parliamentary
committees. I also wish to convey my
gratitude to the staff of Parliament House
for the helpful and courteous service that
has been extended to me.

I will work =zealously for the welfare
of the people in the Murchison-Eyre elec-
torate, in recognition of the honour they
have bestowed on me in electing me to
represent them in this Parliament. I wish
to offer my good wishes to others whao,
like myself, have recently succeeded in
becoming members of this Parliament. I
hope they will all have a long and meri-
torious career in Parliament.

In his speech last week the member for
Northam mentioned that the Address-in-
Reply debate was a golden opportunity
for new members to highlight problems
affecting thelr electorates. I therefore
wish to avail myself of this opportunity
to bring to the notice of this House some
of the problems that are at present con-
fronting the people of Murchison-Eyre.

Before proceeding, however, T would like
to pay tribute to my predecessor and
sponsor, Mr. Dick Burt. It was he who
first suggested that I should put myself
forward as a candidate for parliamentary
honours. For this I am deeply grateful,
and I am sure it was his influence amongst
the electors of Murchison-Eyre that paved
the way for my succession to this elec-
torate.

It was a matter of deep regret to the
people of Murchison-Eyre that Mr. Burt
annpounced his retirement. I realise what
a tremendous responsibility rests with me
to follow in his footsteps but it is a task
I undertake with enthusiasm, as I have
at least had the opportunity, in the last
seven years, to watch Dick at close range.
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During my seven years as a sales represen-
tative in what is basically the Murchison-
Eyre electorate I have gained an insight
into what this Job entails. Only time will
telt how successful I will be.

The electorate that I represent is, I
believe, one of the largest in the State
and has the smallest number of electors.
This is a situation that I feel sure will
not last for very long. I firmly believe
that a tremendous upsurge will take place
in mining development which will be un-
precedented in the history of the gold-
fields. Not the least of these developments
will take place in my oid home town of
Agnew. I also spent some of my early
working years at Lancefleld goldmine at
Laverton, and I am particularly pleased
at the prosperity which is about to en-
velep that area.

It is most distressing to the people of
Laverton to find that the Poseidon com-
pany is proceeding with the development
of a separate town at Mt., Windarra. Toa
my mind it would appear that the disad-
vantages of the daily 15-mile journey each
way by the wark force would be more than
compensated by having all the Govern-
ment instrumentalities located in the Lav-
erton township. The fact that all facilities
are already in existence at Laverton would
obviate the necesslty of duplicating the
whole civic structure and ancillary serv-
ices, and surely would save the developing
company many hundreds of thousands of
dollars in develapment costs. I understand
that the Poseidon company and the Lav-
erton Shire are having discussions today,
and I sincerely hope something of beneflt
to Laverton will ensue, otherwise the fu-
ture of the town will be very bleak indeed
and the business people could be left high
and dry.

The future of Laverton, of course, could
revolve around TUnion Oil and Hanna
Homestake of Canada, if the current ex-
plorations of those coneerns live up to ex-
pectations. In that case, Laverton would
not be so dependent on Poseidon.

The projected plan of the Walkabout
motel company to build a $1,250,000 hotel-
motel in Laverton would undoubtedly be
one of the first casualties in the area and
people would even have grave misgivings
about upgrading the present hotel.

I made a recent tour through my elec-
torate in company with two other mem-
bers and we were shocked at the tragedy
that has befallen pastoralists throughout
the entire area, This situation is attribut-
able mainly to the drought conditions
which have left what is considered to be
the best woolgrowing area in the whole of
the State almost completely devoid of
ground feed. Even the mulga which pro-
vides a certain amount of feed is also dy-
ing. In the Leonora-Laverton-Sandstone
area, which is probably the worst affected,
most pastoralists are down to half and
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even less of their usual stock numbers, and
those sheep surviving have dropped pro-
duction by 40 per cent.

The low price of wool is a real body blow
and makes the situation doubly serious.
Yet, despite the reduced circumstances im
which the people find themselves, they are
still optimistic and planning ahead and
hoping for rain which will allow them to
remain on their properties until the wool
price support scheme is implemented by
the Federal Government. I believe good
general rain was experienced during the
weekend almost throughout the whole of
my electorate; but as usual, Sandstone
missed out. This rain will undoubtedly al-
leviate the situation to some extent.

I have related two important factors
that are causing grave concern to pastor-
alists; however, there is still another ser-
ious obstacle which affects their progress.
I refer to the mining and exploration ac-
tivities that are taking place on pastoral
leases, The damage done to properties by
pegeing teams and geological survey groups
has been well publicised; but I wish to
raise the matter of compensation, as in
some cases the activities of mining people
make the operation of wool production al-
most impossible,

One of the ideas put forward recently
seems to me to have real merit. An annual
lease rental of $75 is paid together with
the survey fee at the time of registering
the claim, Thereafter, an annual lease
rental is paid after the lease is approved by
the Minister, Could not a portion of this
rental—say, $10 on each claim—be re-
turned to the pastoralist for each claim
pegged on his property? On many proper-
ties up to 300 or 400 claims have been peg-
ged, and that would mean that $3,000 or
$4,000 a year would be pald to the pastor-
alist to compensate him for the wear and
tear on his roads, dameage to fences, loss
of some of his paddocks, and the general
interference with his livelihood.

To take this idea a step further, why
could not a similar benefit be applied to
the shire counciis? As an cxample, let
me mention the Lecnora Shire in which
something like 7,000 claims have been
registered. If $10 a claim was allocated
to that shire each year, $70,000 in addi-
tional revenue would result and the shire
would ensure that the money would be
spent in the area from which 1t came,
thus providing beiter amenities for the
people who live in the region. I am sure
this idea could be expanded and made
practical.

One of the most interesting conversa-
tions we had on our recent trip was with
the matron of the Leonora Hospital.
Matron Canning is an extremely capable
person who takes a great interest in the
welfare of native children. From her ex-
perience over the years, she feels that
insufficient work is being done for native
children after they leave school. Usually
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they return to the reserve or sta-
tion from which they came and a great
deal of the training they receive in hygiene
and school lessons is lost. She strongly
advocated the establishment of a work
training centre at Kalgoorlie or Geraldton
where the education of these children could
be continued instead of being lost to them.

The matron’s thoughts on native children
were taken a little further by Mr, and
Mrs. West of the Kiara Hostel at Cue.
They expressed the opinion that a kinder-
garten is also a great necessity in order
to teach the younger children normal
hyglene and social behaviour instead of
leaving this form of ftraining to the
teachers when they begin primary school-
ing.

One of the most urgent needs of my
electorate is cheaper electric power, and
in relation to this a promise was made
by the previous Government—a promise
which was enthusiastically welcomed.
Householders, generally, are availing them-
selves of the benefits of air conditioning
and other electrical conveniences, but at
the present time the charges of between
l4c and 18c a unit make the cost of such
amenities almost prohibitive. I am sure
the present Government could give con-
sideration to subsidising the electricity
charges, particularly for householders.

It is pleasing to note that the building
of & new police station at Leonora is in
the preparatory stage. This project is long
overdue and the fact that the station is
now to be sited in the main street will
uplift the appearance of the business area
to some degree. I am sure the police staff
will work much more efficiently and happily
in their new surroundings.

While on the subject of police stations
I must mention the appalling and anti-
quated conditions that exist at Laverton.
On the day that we visited the town six
young natives who had just been
sentenced were being held in the gaol prior
to being sent to Kalgoorlie. The officer in
charge was on relieving duty only and
did not have his family with him. This
caused a problem in regard to feeding the
prispners. Normally one of the officers’
wives attends to the cooking, However, at
present the cooking is attended to by one
of the four constables and the food is
prepared on an open fire in the police
yard. The officer in ¢charge was most con-
cerned about the general security of the
station—I am quite sure the police would
not sleep very well whilst prisoners were
in custody.

The upgrading of the Meekatharra school
to a three-year high school is well under
way. I understand that tenders are about
to be called for additional classrooms and
the project should be ready for the begin-
ning of the 1972 school year. It is to be
hoped that consideration will be given to
the establishment of a regional hostel in
Meekatharra to cater for station students.
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This would also provide accommodation
for high school students from the neigh-
bouring towns.

Meekatharra is a busy, bustling town,
and being the railhead for the area it
is a centre for several major transport
companies. It is the jumping-off place
for transport vehicles which travel to
Paraburdoo, Newman, and Port Hedland.
The Meekatharra Airport is an alternative
airport for overseas planes, and this helps
the town considerably because the Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation maintains a reason-
able number of radio operators, techni-
cians, and weather men.

The construction of a new c¢ivic hall
and shire offices at Meekatharra is well
under way. An amount of $179,000 is being
spent on this project which will comple-
ment the new police station completed
several years ago. I think the develop-
ment which has taken place at Meekatharra
is a first-class example of the benefits of
decentralisation.

The last point I wish to mention con-
cerns the Hill 50 goldmine which is at
present the only goldmine operating in
the whole of the Murchison area. I think
the operation of this mine would be helped
cons_iderably by an increase in the gold
subsidy. At the present time the mine is
maintaining production and extensive
prospecting for nicke} is taking place. If
nickel is found I think the prospects for
tpe entire area will be enhanced. I would
like to wind up my remarks on that note,
and I wish to thank members for the
attention they have paid to my speech.

Sitling suspended from 6.12 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) [7.30
pm.]: May I, in the first place, follow
the admirable example of those who have
already spoken and extend to you, Sir,
my heartiest congratulations on your ele-
vation to the high and dignified post of
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of
Western Australia.

Already in the brief life of this Parlia-
ment you have given eminent proof that
you possess those innate gifts of wisdom
and justice and the acquired qualities of
experience and learning which admirably
fit you to discharge the onerous duties of
your high office.

May I congratulate, most humbly, the
other members besides myself who have
been admitted for the first time to this
august assembly. Some of them have
already made very good speeches and I
await with interest to hear those of the
other members who have not spoken,

I feel that I can describe myself in more
senses than one as a latecomer. I arrived
here rather late in life and I also arrived
& little late during the opening of Parlia-
ment. This, however, was a great advant-
age because I received at your gracious
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hands, Sir, the oath of allegiance to our
most gracious Sovereign. So I feel that I
was not the loser by that episode.

I join with the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn in paying a tribute to his and my
old colleague and friend Jim Garrigan,
who passed away after the last session of
Parliament. He was a most valuable gold-
flelds member; a highly popular man in
another piace, and a very highly respected
member of thls Parliament. I would like
to pay him a very sincere tribute,

At the same time I am happy to pay a
tribute to my immediate predecessor as the
member for Boulder-Dundas. I refer, of
course, to Arthur Moir who was a mem-
ber of this House for close on 20
years. He represented the goldfields
characteristically and industriously. He
was himself a miner and had he not been
he might still have been a member of this
Parliament. Unfortunately, however, he
and Mr. Garrigan became the victims of
what is commonly known as miner's com-
plaint, or silicosis.

It was silicasis that took the life of
Jimmy Garrigan and the health of Arthur
Moir. Never having been very industrious
I might point out that T am in no danger
of contracting an indusirial disease. Before
I go any further I would like to thank the
electors of my constituency for the con-
fidence they have reposed in me; and I
would like to express my appreciation of
its loyalty to the political party whose
cause I am proud to espouse tonight.

In 1905 the electorate of Boulder was
first represented by a man who left
his mark on the history of West-
ern Australia. I refer, of course, to Philip
Collier who was Premier of Western Aus-
tralia for several terms. He was & man
who did more than any other man in the
cause of Labor so far as State politics
are concerned. Ever since his election
he has been succeeded by a series of Labor
members. They have all, up till now,
upheld the dignity and the honour of the
constituency, and I trust I shall walk
in their footsteps humbly and with a full
sense of responsibility as to what Is re-
quired.

I would now like to congratulate the
Government on the comprehensive pro-
gramme of legislative reform which it has
foreshadowed in the Speech of His Ex-
cellency the Governor to which we are
now replying. I am pleased f{o note that
some quite novel propositions are being
put forward. They are novel so far as
the Legislature of this State is concerned,
but they are by no means novel for those
people who have progressive minds.

Consumer protection is something which
has long been close to my heart, because
over the last 30 vears I have been a bush
lawyer; and no man can hold that humble
but useful office without becoming familiax
with some of the real problems of the
average man, I am not a “corporation
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lawyer” as they say in the United States;
I do not act for wealthy people. For most
of my life I have acted for the humble
folk, the wage earners, the small pro-
ducers snd those people who are not
wealthy but who are the vietims of the
very great. They are, particularly, vie-
tims in the matter of purchasing.

The subject of consumer protection is
closely allied to another matter on which
I wish to speak. I refer to selective price
control. It is selective because it involves
legislation to protect common people from

well-known swindles. There are few
people who have had more know-
ledge of common well-known swind-

lers than I have, but 1if there is
anybody who has had more knowledge
of these people I would like to shake him
by the hand and give him a leather medal.

One of the most dangerous swindles is
that connected with hire purchase, and if
we are to have consumer protection at
all we must also have hire-purchase pro-
tection.

In 1958 the Labor Party did introduce
hire-purchase legislation. It was not, of
course, the first plece of hire-purchase
legislation, because the Opposition party
enacted similar legislation in 1931. This
legislation was passed but it was not very
strong. It did, however, brovide protec-
tion and was useful in its day.

The Labor Party’s legislation in 1958
was a little unlucky because it never saw
the light of day. It was replaced by less
strong and less justifiable legislation intro-
duced by my friends on the other side
of the Chamber.

Capitalism is a very difficult conspiracy
to overthrow. It is a vitally entrenched
force. It is advised by corporation lawyers,
and others, in various ways of evading the
law. One of these ways is undoubtedly
the chattel mortgage.

One of the first things we should do
in any consumer protection legislation is
to make it unlawful to have such a chattel
mortgage in substitution for a straightout
hire-purchase agreement. Most members
at some time in their lives have been
familiar with a hire-purchase agreement.
The essence of this is that the chattel
actually belongs to the finance company.
The wholesaler and retaller of the com-
modity sell to the filnance company and
the finance company sells the commeodity
to the hire purchaser and remains in all
material respects the owner of the pro-
perty. Some of these hire-purchase agree-
ments included extraordinarily unconscion-
able clauses, some of which I am happy
to say were forbidden by the Act passed
by the present Opbposition.

The Act the Government passed has for
the last five vears at least been evaded by
a pretext known as the chattel mortgage.
The Hire-Purchase Act defines a hire pur-
chase in effect as any agreement for the
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acquisition of goods on time payment,
provided that it does not apply o people
who deal on a wholesale scale In those
goods.

I do not know why this should bhe so,
but it does not apply also where the owner-
ship of the goods passes before the agree-
ment Is entered into. That never happens
with a hire-purchase agreement, so that
1s all right; but it passes with a chattel
mortgage when the finance company
solemnly makes over the owmership of
the goods to the man taking them on hire
purchase—for as long only as it takes
him to sign the paper. The ownership
immediately goes back to the mortgagee
of the chattel. It reverts to the grantee
of the bill of sale—in other words of the
chatte! mortgage.

From then on the goods do not belong
to the hire purchaser. He has the dis-
advantage of being technically the legal
owner but he is excluded from any benefit
at all under the Hire-Purchase Act. He is
also excluded from the hire-purchase
provisions relating to insurance and is not
given the right to select an insurance
ecompany of his own choice. Hence he is
compelled to take whatever insurance com-
pany the morigagee wishes to inflict on
him. Furthermore, such insurance com-
pany can insist that any ¢laim be referred
to arbitration, and although it is probably
regarded among citizens as an easy way
to avoid legal costs, this is far more
tedious and expensive than any proceed-
ings in a local court. Accordingly, any
person who is taken-in, and signs a chattel
mortgage, could be in real trouble. This
is the first form of consumer protection
I wish to see introduced. Seeing how my
friends opposite might have been hood-
winked in the past I hope they will vote
solidly both here and in another place for
the proposition I have mentioned.

There are other aspects of consumer pro-
tection which are important and one re-
fers to the crackerjack itinerant salesman.
Most people may realise that there are
more things in our philosophy than are
ever dreamed of. We have the case of
housewives who may be called to the door
by some smiling, nicely dressed, and viva-
cious young man who, after & short titne,
might get her to sign on the dotted line.

If she is buying a fur coat for $500 it
does not bind her husband, but of course
she may be buying a set of books for her
little children—*“to give them the advan-
tage of learning at home,” is the line usu-
ally adopted by such salesmen, As a rule
women are generally taken in by such
methods and they sign & contract which
binds them to make the necessary pay-
ments.

This position has, however, been relieved
to some extent, and again I pay a tribute to
our opponents on the other side of the
House for having provided this protection,
All the swindlers, however, do not seil
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books. Some of them sell Rena-Ware and
all sorts of other commodities such as floor
polishers and so on, The goods are gen-
erally of poor quality and provide unfair
competition to the retailer in the town—
the man who pays rates and taxes to the
local municipality while still having to put
up with this unfair competition.

There is no chance of repentance for any
person who gets caught by the itinerant
salesman except if he happens to be buy-
ing books, I earnestly hope this matter will
be attended to by the Government under
the heading of consumer protection be-
cause action is badly needed.

There is another aspect of consumer
protection that I mentioned earlier in
passing, but would now like to discuss
further. I am referring to hire-purchaser
protection. A hire purchaser must be pro-
tected not only from the finance company,
but also from the insurance company.
Bookmakers have never been very highly
regarded in the community, although they
are very rarely poor. However, we do not
see any of them with castles at every
street corner, in the central part of all
the bizzest cities of  Australin  or,
for that matter, the biggest cities of the
world. However, we do see insurance com-
panies similarly situated. Why is this?

If a bookmaker loses a bet he must pay.
If he welches he is out. He may not pay
that one bet, but then he will never get
another one. He cannot even appear at a
racecourse, whether he is licensed by law,
as here, or whether he is not, as is the
case in many other places. However, he will
not practise if he welches on a bet.

This does not apply to the Insurance
companies, The insurance company which
did not welch on a het would be a freak,
I have had so many examples of this that
it makes my heart bleed to think of them,
but one example is particularly brilliant.
A young fellow whose name I can recall
but will not mention here brought a motor-
car for $1,000. The actual price was $700
plus the insurance, plus this, plus that, and
so on, which brought the price to $1,000.
He traded in something as a deposit of
$300 and then five days later he had an
accident and the vehicle was a wreck. He
had pald $70 as premium to an insurance
company which was a branch of the fin-
ance company but when he made his claim
he was told that the value of the vehicle
was assessed at the market value, which
was only $240,

From this amount must be deducted
the $5¢ he had to pay as a minor, which
reduced the amount to $190. Deduct
another $50 which was in the franchise
anyvhow, and that reduces the amount to
$140. Take off the salvage, which was worth
$90, and that meant the insurance com-
pany showed a cop of $10 by having a
loss! A hbookmaker certainly could not
win when he lost! If he did he would
be magnificent!
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This is not a joke. I am telling the
facts. I have never struck another one
quite as goed as that, but I have dealt
with many on the same principle. A hire
purchaser undertakes a transaction. He
sees he will owe $2,400 s0 he insures the
article for that amount so that if anything
happens to it he will be ahle to pay for it.
However, he will not be able to do anything
of the sort. Whether he insures the
article for $2,000 or $2,400 it will not
make any difference to what he will get,
because if he suffers a loss the article will
be assessed at the market value and the
assessors will blind him with science. If
he goes to court he will still lose. I can
quote some cases which were not com-
menced at my instigation. There was one
case which was not a bad one either, but
anly one judge was on my side. One has
to have two out of three.

These are maiters which are vital to
the constituents not only in Boulder where
the electors vote Labor three to one, but
also in Bunbury where the electors do not
vote Labor at all but vote for the Opposi-
tion. This is not a party question. If
a man gets robbed under an agreement he
becomes hot and wild no matter what party
he supports, whether it be the Labor Party,
the Country Party, the Liberal Party, or
even the Communist Party for that
matter. These are matters in connection
with which I consider this Government
when it raises them will be conferring a
general benefit on the whole community. I
really do hope and quite confidently expect
that many members on the opposite side
will co-operate in an endeavour to do
justice to the ordinary rank-and-file
¢itizens,

That is one aspect of the new pro-
gramme, but there is another, of course;
that is, selective price contral. Here my
big number tens will land on someone’s
toes for sure, but I cannot help that. We
have a spiral of inflation which the Federal
Government will not attempt to control—
and I will deal with that Government
directly—but which we are entitled to try
to control. There are difficulties in a
price fixing system which applies to one
State only in comparison with a price
fixing system which applies uniformly to
all States, but there are no advantages in
sitting down and waiting for a Government
which will not do anything but talk about
the matter.

Therefore this Government has taken
the bit between its teeth and has said it
will introduce selective price control. I am
not a member of Cablnet—thank God for
the Cabinet’s sake and probably for the
State's sake—and am not in its confidence.
Consequently I do not know what Cabinet
has in mind, but I feel sure that one of
the items it will study very carefully is
in relation to rents, which are quite
extortionate and quite above the real
economic value of the land, housing, or
shops being rented.
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Another aspect, of course, concerns the
staple commodities, especially food, the
prices of which, as everyone knows, are
extortionate. I am sure my friends in the
Country Party will agree because everyone
knows that the producers of food get a
miserable pittance in comparison with
what the people who buy the food must
pay for it.

The man who produces eggs may prefer
to throw them over the fence rather than
sell them because he frequently does not
obtain enough for them to cover even
the packaging. And yet the consumer does
not ohtain eggs for nothing, especially at
the present time when the prices are
extortionate. The same principle applies
to frutt, vegetables, and meat, In the part
of the country from which I come the
sheep are in such a deplorable condition
that those which are not dead are dying.
It 1s possible to buy quite good sheep for
almost nothing, but if I tried to buy a
leg of lamb from a butcher in Hannan
Street, Kalgoorlie, I would have to pay
8 shocking price for it. It is astonishing
the prices the middleman can obtain, and
that is why selective price control is
necessary.

Rent and food are the biggest items for
every man with a family, or without one
for that matter, and therefore 1 suggest
that in connection with these items we
can expect quite a lot of help and support
not only from our Liberal friends opposite,
but also from our Country Party friends
and, of course, from the loyal supporters
of the Premier. It wiill be one of those
matters on which we will be unanimous,
and that is nice. So far I have been
impressed with the cordiality of the
atmosphere in this Chamber. I never ex-
pected it to be tempestuous or stormy and
thought it would be better than the
atmosphere in the Federal Parliament, but
I did not believe it would be quite so
friendly as it has been and I am delighted
this is the case. In all sincerity and
humility I compliment members on this
fact. I will admit that I thoroughly
enjoyed the little hit of chitchat from side
to side concerning the election promises.
The Liberal Party very politely told the
Government it had made promises it could
not earry out, and the Labor Party has
told the Liberal Party that it had done
nothing while in office, It was all very
nice to hear.

It made me chuckle because it reminded
me of what Benjamin Stone said in 1812.
He was the Governor of Massachussetts,
and after he had been elected he said,
“Thaose promises which I have made and
which I can keep I will keep; those that
I cannot keep I will renew.”

1 hope that what I have said about selec-
tive price control covers what the Govern-
ment has in mind. If so, the Government
willi have my support, and I am sure the
support of members opposite.
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I come now to another aspect of pro-
gressive law reform; that is, the Mines
Regulation Aet. I am going to quote an
incident which vividly illustrates the weak-
ness of legislatlon by regulation. Any
Government—this one or any other—must
keep a watch all the time, “The price of
liberty is eternal vigilance,” as far as de-
mocracy is concerned. Regulation must
not make an ass of legislation.

In 1895 in the Parliament of Western
Australia the Mines Regulation Act was
passed and it was based on the English
Metalliferous Mines Act of 1873. It con-
tained some very valuable protective pro-
visions. The regulations were in the Act
and no-cne could fool about with them.
In 1908 an Act was passed which provided
that regulations could be made and then
dir%cted that the regulations should be
made.

That Act was re-enacted in 1946, I
am not going to blame my friends opposite
for that because it was a Labor Govern-
ment which did that. Therefore regula-
tions can still be made. I propose to read
regulation 4 made under the Mines Regula-
tion Act of 1946 and I will indicate the
disastrous result of it.

There was, and still is, in Norseman,
which is part of my constituency, a very
able and admirable type of character. He
was a regimental sergeant-major, and
although that type of person is not usually
particularly popular, the person about
whom I am speaking was. He was a very
intelligent man and worked as a miner. He
spent his spare time filling in the taxation
returns of his friends, for nothing. He
wrote little paragraphs of news for The
West Australion and the Kalgoorlie Miner
and had a better than average intellect as
well as a powerful physique,

His job was to ride in the skip down the
shaft at an angle of 45 degrees and throw
off the stones which might have accumul-
ated on the rails so that when the first
cage of the day went down it would not be
derailed and therefore no-one would be
hurt. He was doing that one morning
when a big 28-pound stone from above
struck him on the head and wrecked his
life. He stutters, is paralysed, and has
now only half the mental capacity he had
previously, although he is quite rational
and is a very courageous type of man.

We have a Mines Regulation Act which
states that there shall be a sufficient cover
overhead, securely hung on hinges, to pro-
tect any person in a skip or cage in a
working shaft. This, of course, was a
working shaft or he would ncot have been
there. There was no cover overhead at all
and ipso facto according to the law there
was a breach of the regulation made for
the protection of the workers, and this
gutomatically leads to demages. But in
this man’s case it did not lead to anything
of the sort.
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The State Governmenti Insurance Office,
which of course is one of those very gene-
rous organisations as far as the worker is
concerned, and insists on the last ounce of
flesh, raised two defences. One of these
was held by the judge to be invalid. It
was said that there was no overhead on
that shaft. It was said ihe man was not
in a vertical position because the shaift
was at an angle of 45 degrees, and that
therefore there was no overhead. The
judge would not wear that, and I am not
very surprised. The other matter raised
was in relation to regulafion 4 of the
Mines Regulation Act of 1946. This regu-~
lation is still law, but I sincerely hope
that my colleagues, and particularly those
in Cabinet, will get rid of this regulation
before we next meet. It states—

The provisions of Parts IV to X
inclusive, and Part XIII are hereby
declared, pursuant to subsection (4) of
Section 61 of the Act, to be the general
rules and shall be observed in all
mines—
Who would complain at that? It is why
the Act was passed. However, I ask
members to listen to the rest. It con-
tinues—

—wherever and so far as in the opinion

of the inspector they are reasonably

practicable of application.
The effect is that Parliament passed an
Act for the protection of mineworkers,
Members of Parliament at the time
honestly thought it would do a great job.
All it has done is {o give some stooge
in the bureaucracy a chance to nullify
the Act. It is a question of, “We don’t
have io pay unless the inspector says so.
We don’t have o worry at all.”

“China Ryan”, whom I mentloned pre-
viously, would have got £15,000 because
Judge Negus said this on the Bench.
However, he did not receive anything at
all. In my ignorance—it strengthens a
man if he does not know what he is
talking about—I said, “This will go to
the High Court of Australia. No body of
men can make a regulation to nullify an
Act of Parliament.” I took it to the High
Court where there were five learned
judges and not one of them on my side.
We have our little troubles, even in legal
circles. The regulation was watertight.
It nullified an entire Act of Parliament
and has continued to do so ever since.
Possibly but for the political accident of
my being elected to represent Boulder-
Dundas it might have continued to do so
for the next 10 years. I hope that position
will now be changed., This is the kind of
action we want to see taken in this Par-
liament. I am sure the present Govern-
ment will take the necessary action as
part of its progressive programme of
legislation.

I come now to the hardy perennial of
workers’ compensation. This is a sub-
ject with which I have been quite familiar
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over many years. I think the member for
Subjaco may be interested in my next
comments. I consider the Workers' Com-
pensation Act is weak in the provision
for compensation for a person who actu-
ally meets with what the medical profes-
sion, as well as myself, call either a cardio-
vascular, or cerebral-vascular, accident.
The onus is on the widow of a man, if
he dies at work, to prove that he has
suffered from a cardio-vascular or coron-
ary occlusion. If such a man has become
exhausted and drops dead, the widow has
to prove that it was the work that caused
this to happen. Everyone knows it can
happen without work. The member for
Subiaco will corroborate on that state-
ment. A man can die of a cardlo-vascular
occlusion while he is lying on his back.
It may be Immediately precipitated by
a cough or by a motion of the bowels but
i% 1d°es not have to be precipitated by any-
thine,

It can simply happen, but if it hap-
pens at work it is often ridiculous to
say that some factor at work has not
contributed to 1its occurrence. How-
ever, this is almost impossible to prove.
The onus of proof is on the wretched widow
if the man dies, and on the poor fellow
himself if he does not dle. The result is
that in most cases the widow or the man
does not receive any workers’ compensa-
tion. That is my experlence, I assure
members.

I can recall one case in particular. The
widow's husband had been a skip man.
To my mind the evidence left no doubt
at all. About 130 in the afternoon he
threw out six huge logs from the skip. He
was standing in the corner on two brackets,
because there was not enough room to
stand on the logs. He heaved them out
onto the plat. Having done that he
signalled to go up top and, having reached
ground level, he got a load of 36 plmlets
which were the same length as the others
but nowhere near the same thickness. He
took the 36 gimlets down and started to
throw them out. When he had thrown
out the last one a worker approached and
asked to be taken to the surface so that
he could go to the dentist. He puf up his
hand, touched the line, and dropped dead.
{-ins widow did not receive any compensa-

on.

Let us make an amendment to the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act which will at least
throw upon the employer the onus of dis-
proving that the occluston is not immedi-
ately attributable to the work Instead of
the onus being upon the widow, or the man
if he survives, to prove that work was re-
sponsible. It is practically impossible, as T
said, to prove this, but it is more than
highly probable as any fair minded med-
ical man must admit. This is one matter
which I hope the Parliament will attend to.
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Another medical matter upon which I
would like to touch is impalrment of hear-
ing through industrial factors. This should
recelve compensation. It is commonly
called boilermakers’ deafness and is very
common in Boulder and Kalgoorlie, espec-
ially amongst machine miners. Vibration
and noise diminishes their hearing very
considerably. I am quite certaln of this,
because I deal with miners every day of
the week. I suppose I have to shout to one
in every three and to another one in every
three I have to raise my volee. The others
can hear all right, Men may be doing the
same type of work but the same noise does
not affect them all in the same way. Two-
thirds of machine miners suffer from im-
paired hearing and some are as deaf as
beetles. This is dangerous when men are
working underground, Ii is certainly dan-
gerous for them not to be able to hear what
is coming. Nevertheless, men who, to my
knowledge, are quite deaf are still working
underground. Compensation for this
should be included in the third schedule
to the Workers’ Compensation Act.

While on the subject of the Workers’
Compensation Act I mention, incidentally,
that section 8, subsection (13), should be
taken from the Act. However, this is a
matter which can be deslt with in more
detail later, I will not weary the House by
going into it now.

I wish to touch upon one other subject
before I conclude. To my way of thinking
this is the most important subject which
the people of Western Australia, and every
other State in Australia, have to face in
the near future, In recent years, and re-
cent months in particular, it has become a
major problem affecting the Australian
way of life. I refer to the subject to which
the member for Wembley referred the
other day: the state of Federal-State fin-
ancial relations. It is absolutely fareieal
that we should continue as a nation on the
present basis. The nation does not consist
of the Commonweglth Parliament, Com-
monwealth Government, Commonwealth
politiclans, and the Commonwealth
bureaucracy. It consists of all the people
ﬁrho are born in the six States of Austra-

a.

There is, of course, Federal territory and
people born there are entitled to call them-
selves Australians too. I accept them as
such, but I maintain that few Australians
are not citizens of a State. What 1s the
situation today? It is exactly as it was
foretold by Alfred Deakin, who was one of
the persons responsible for this atrocity.
I shall quote from a book which was writ-
ten on his life by the late Professor Sir
Walter Murdoch, my old friend and tutor
for many years. He quotes from a speech in
these words—

As the power of the purse in Great
Britain established by degrees the au-
thority of the Commons, it will ulti-
mately establish in Australia the au-
thority of the Commonwealth, The
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rights of the States have bheen fondly
supposed to be safeguarded by the
Constitution. It left them legally iree,
but financially bound to the chariot
wheels of the central Government.

“Bound to the chariot wheels”! Do mem-
bers like to think of themselves running
like prisoners of war behind a Roman
chariot? I do not. It continues—

Their need will be its opportunity.
The less populous will first succumb.
Those smitten by drought or similar
misfortune will follow, and finally even
the greatest and maost prosperous will,
however reluctantly, be brought to
heel.

“Brought to heel”! Like a dog! We are
worse than that. Not only have we been
brought to heel, but we are sitting on our
haunches and begeging as well, The Com-
monwealth has trained the dogs to beg. As
en Australian, T am sick of begging and
sick of seeing money squandered on the
most idiotic ventures and military exer-
eises whilst it is urgently needed for every
real and necessary facility in a civilised
community.

Against this, let me quote the words of
President Coolidge of the United States in
a speech he delivered at Williamsburg,
Virginia, in July, 1926, He said—

If the General Government of these
United States were suspended for three
months, I venture to think that the
great majority of our nation would
secarcely notice the difference. But
if the Governments of the States
should be subverted, or their authority
overthrown, within twenty four hours
the entire Republic would be brought
to the verge of chaos and ruin.

How true that is!

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr. HARTREY: I am obliged to you,
Mr. Speaker. Let us look at what the
States have provided. Water supplies
come immediately to mind. God help us
if we had not provided them! We could
not live without water supplies in the
areg I represent. In addition, the States
provide roads, bridges, schools, fire
brigades, police, hospitals, medical services:
in fact, everything people cannot live
without has to be provided by the States.
Yet we are told it is a disgrace for us to
have a deficit of $30,000,000, and for
Queensland to have & deficit of $60,000,000
is a shocking disgrace,

It is a disgrace for the Australian
people as a whole to tolerate this kind
of thing. It may be answered, “The States
have no remedy. We cannot amend the
Commonwealth Constitution. Only the
Commonwealth Parllament can initiate a
referendum to amend it.” We can amend
the Commonwealth Parllament but, irre-
spective of that, we can do something else.
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I urgently ask every member—irrespec-
tlve of political allegiance—to consider
that we are all Australians. We are all
Australians by nationality, if not by origin.
We have to be elther born Australian or
naturalised Australlan to he elected to
Parllament, We are all Australian clti-
zens. We should all combine in our ap-
proach. We would not be on our own.

I am not talking secession, aithough I
was strong in that movement at the time.
I am referring to what would be a crusade.
Our actlon would be echoed in Vieteria
where Sir Henry Bolte is preaching the
same gospel. I differ from Sir Henry in
many respects, but not in this, because on
this subject we are allies to the hilt.
Action on our part would receive support
from the Liberal Premier in New South
Wales. I am sure it would be supported by
the gentleman who owes $60,000,000 in
Queensland. I hope that it would he
strongly supported by the Labor Govern-
ments of Western Australia and South
Australla. Tasmania would not want to
be the odd man ocut. The action T suggest
could be accomplished.

It is a humiliating and disgraceful spec-
tacle that the elected Governments of six
States should be compelled to go to Can-
berra every now and then to beg for
money which is taken from us and wasted
by the Federal Government. I remind
members of only one occurrence. It was
reported in The West Australian on the
11th February this year that the sum of
$7.000 was spent on bringing 108 soldiers
from Melbourne tp Canberra to form a
guard of honour at the installation of the
acting Governor-General who was to have
that title for one week. Who wants to
pay $7,000 to see an acting Governor-
General acting? The Federal Government
can throw money away with both hands
while ocur children have to go short of
education, our wives short of mediecal
attention, and our rcads short of repalr.
It was shocking extravagance. I com-
n;egd that thought to members as I con-
clude.

I thank members for having accorded to
me the courtesy that is always accorded
to a member making his maiden speech.
God help me later on! In thanking mem-
bers I refer to members of my own party
and to members of the Opposition partles.
Mr. Speaker, I particularly thank you for
the courtesy which you have shown in
listening to me and for your patience.

MR. MENSAROS (Floreat) {8.15 p.ml:
Mr. Speaker, I shall probably be less en-
tertaining and less elequent than the hon-
ourable member who just concluded a
magnificent maiden speech and whose last
remarks I especially appreciated coming
from a Labor Party member and speaking
for the State's rights.
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I wish on this cccasion to express my
thanks and appreciation to the constituents
of the Floreat electorate. The numerical
as well as percentage increase in my pri-
mary vote at a time of an undoubted swing
against my party, did, I hope, express con-
fidence in my representation. I assure all
my constituents of my endeavour to give
them the efficient service to which they are
entitled.

Mr. BSpeaker, there are no specifie
matters of urgency in my electorate which
I could not cover by personal representa-
tion to various Ministers, or by questions
to them. Therefore, I desire to turn the
attention of the House to a matter which
occupies foremost interest not only in my
electarate but, I believe, throughout Aus-
tralia and, indeed, throughout the Com-
monwealth. I am referring to a recently
highlighted yet by no means novel increase
of power of organisations and/or their
leadership which will influence the every-
day life of all citizens. I am speaking of
the industrial unions.

These were established with a respee-
table aim yet were never charged instead
of the responsible Government with
governing the people. Their actions, how-
ever, indicate that they are trying to
create, and often succeed in creating, con-
ditions which adversely influence all the
people. They create conditions which at
best inconvenience the people, hinder them
going asbout their lawful business and, at
worst, endanger the whole economy and
thereby the well-heing of the community.
This is an extraordinary development in &
demccratic society. It produces the ques-
tion whether we are prepared to idly watch
and accept the transfer of governing power
or even some aspect of this power irom
constitutionally elected Governments to
any individual or organisation. There is
no doubt in my mind that the majority of
the people are not prepared to accept this
and consequently we have to find cut how
this undesirable situation developed and
what can he done to prevent it. I shall
endeavour to do so in a factual and objec-
tive way, not biased by emotion or even
party politics.

Before doing so, however, let me make
two polnts quite clear at the outset hy
answering two possible accusations—two
critical questions which I can envisage
could be justly levelled against me. The
first one is why do I single out industrial
unions as being the most dangerous
organisations in usurping GGovernment
power; and the second, what gives me the
right from the outside to deal with internal
aims and organisations of unions?

The answer to the first question is simple
because the unions represent the most
potential and factual danger to our system
of democracy. Whenever any true system
of democracy was followed by some form
of authoritarian regime, frequently with a
spell of anarchy in between, this was always



324

caused by a disproportionate growth of
one part of the Government, one section
of the community, or perhaps of one
individual. In older history sometimes it
was the king, sometimes the nobility, the
oligarchy, and sometimes the church or the
army. Later, in more contemporay societies
it was the Pglice Force or a political party
with economic needs or national emotions.
More often than not these organisatiohs
produced an idolized individual whose per-
sonality commanded more followers. If
this growth of power was checked, as the
King's power was with the Magna Carta
and various other charters of the 13th
century in other countries, and as the
Roman Catholic Church was with the Re-
formation, and as the feudalists were in
the mid 18th century revolutions, demo-
cracy of the time was saved, If it was
not, anarchy and/or authoritarian rule
followed,

It is obvious to0 me and apparently to
most other people that today in our
State and nation the unlons have amassed
such a disproportionate power which is
bound to endanger our system of democ-
racy.

The second question, the justification for
discussing the internal aims and organis-
ations of unions, can be answered by our
system of arbitration. Industrial unions in
Australia are not merely private organisa-~
tions. Through compulsory arbitration,
they are part and instruments of the ec-
onomic system and as such influence the
lives of almost the whole community.
Therefore, 1t is not only the right but I
think the duty of a member of Parliament
to examine the affairs of these unions.

To deal with my originally proposed
question of how this undesirable situation
of usurping Government power without
responsibility came about, one has to touch
upon the origin and development of Aus-
tralian trade unions.

‘We know that benefit and trade socleties
were already formed in the 1830s and
18405, More permanent organisations
were established in the 1850s. The build-
ing trade In Sydney and Melbourne
achieved the first eight hour day around
this time, Trade halls were built and the
organisation of Labor councils hecame
stronger and stronger and more co-ord-
inated.

The first inter-eolonial trade union con-
gress was held in 1879, and by the turn of
the century there were 198 unlons with a
total membership approaching 100,000.
The aims of these early associations were
expressed in different ways. The Melbourne
journeymen tailors were combined in the
18405, They gave as thelr reason to raise
the rates of pay and to get every member
of the thimble and sleeve trade into con-
stant employment.

Varlous friendly and benefli societies or-
ganised successful insurance funds and
helped their members In sickness, in need,
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and with funeral expenses. Later in 1895
the Amalgamated Railways and Tramways
Assaciation proclaimed as its alm to obtain
shorter working days as labour-saving

lc}evices increased production with less la-
our,

There is not the time to go into the
details of this interesting history. It can
be seen, however, that the original aim of
unions was to bring higher wages, to reduce
working hours, to secure widespread em-
ployment, and to give mutual economic aid
and improved working conditions.

These day-to-day practical aims were
always mixed up with ideals. Every rule
contains thoughts about new orders, about
cuitivating feelings of friendship, and the
motto that all men are brethren, Advocates
of unions state these ideals in various
forms, sometimes as ideals with sinecerity,
sometimes as Idolatry with hypocrisy.
These ideals were only crystalllsed when
the Marxist thoughts were ordered into a
strict doctrinaire dogmatic form when they
were accepted by both industry ard labour
as the political ideology of the Labor Party.
From this time on the influences and con-
nection of trade unions with political
Labor parties became clearly understood,
although it had not always been heralded
and was not always officially acknowledged
policy.

There could not be any cbjection to the
original aims of the unions. Nor could
there be, to my mind, any objection to
the ideological convictions in social and
political flelds provided that the majority
of the members agreed. The close influence
and connection with the politiecal Labor
Party, however, soon found its critics, not
only outside but also within the political
and industrial wings. Opposition to close
connections was always strong on both
sides and conflicts always grew if political
labour achieved power. Neither unions ner
political administrators realised the res-
ponsibility of political power, the differ-
ence between agitation and revolt, and of
victory and responsibility and the fact that
Governments are responsible to the whole
of the population ahd not only to their
own supporters.

Unions always live more peacefully with
non-Labor Governments and in countries
where there is no compulsory arbitration
they achieve even more of their original
aims by retaining their own sautonomy.
Objective students of recent history will
know—as I have personally experienced
—what complete integration means be-
tween union and Government.

Mr. Jamieson: Have you ever helonged
to a unien?
Mr. MENSAROS: No, I have not.

Mr. Jamieson: You know all about them
though.
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Mr. MENSAROS: I never confess to
such an all-embracing knowledge as the
Minister for Works does, but I do under-
stand the subject I am talking about.

Mr. Jamieson: So far you have not in-
dicated it.

Mr. MENSAROS: Well, if the Minister
will wait patiently he will see. My pre-
vious contention can be seen in every
dictatorship, whether it was Peron,
Salazer, or Stalin, and nobody could say
—certainly I do not think the Minister
could say—that the original aims of the
unjons are better achieved under those
dictatorships than under Liberal Govern-
ments in Australia,

Iet me quote an opinion by a union
secretary, an historian and lawyer, Dr.
Lloyd Ross, who says:

Co-operation of (Unlon and Gov-
ernment) in a democracy is co-opera-
tion between autonomous institutions,
each with ifs own purpose and phile-
sophy, leadership methods and aims.
If co-operation were complete, the
result would be the authoritarian
relationship which exists in dictator-
ship.

There is another and even more im-
portant aspect of the development which
led to the present situation and this is
the practice of arbitration authorities in
Australia, and especially in our State, to
accept preference and/or compulsory union
membership clauses in industrial awards.
These clauses have come ahbout by the
lack of prohibitive provisions in elther the
Commonwealth Constitution or in sub-
sequent Federal and State legislation.
Preference clauses have also resulted from
the Interpretation of prohibitive judicial
decisions regarding compulsion when it
was held that to prohibit compulsory
unionism does not mean to prohibit com-
pulsory preference of employment to
union members.

To my mind this is a queer interpreta-
tion which, in fact, declares that outlaw-
ing the greater evil automatically allows
the lesser one.

Before dealing with the argument for
and sgainst compulsory unionism, and be-
fore trying to prove my contention that
compulsion is the largest link in the chain
of causes responsible for the present situa-
tion of usurping Government power by
unions, let me show how preference and/or
compulsory unionism developed in West-
ern Australia and what it means.

Prior to 1960, arbitral authorities gener-
ally refused to grant claims by unions
for preference and/or compulsory union-
ism, as it was held that no real grounds
were substantiated by the unions. The
court of arbitration enunciated criteria
to be met for such grounds as follows:—

Discerimination against union members
by employers.
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Discrimination against unions by em-
ployers.
Hindrance by employers of attempts to
organise by unions.
These are interesting criteria which have
never been met, and yet arhitral authori-
ties ceased to regquire them.

One significant departure from this
principle was a preference clause in the
building trades’ award of 1938. This,
however, was for the sole purpose of
allowing unions to police the piecework
provisions of the award. .

The first breakthrough on this subjec
in Western Australia occwrred in the
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Trans-
port Trust case in 1960 when the court
inserted a preference clause in the award.
The clause required—

(a) Employer to give preference of
employment on engagement to
members of the union.

Non members to apply within 14
days of engagement to become
members and maintain financial
membership.

(¢) Employer to dismiss any worker
not meeting requirements of (a)
and (b) hereof,

Worker, on ground of conscien-
tious religious beliefs to be able
to seek exemption, Equivalent of
union subseription to be paid to
charitable organisation nominated
vy the court of arbitration.

It can be seen that this, although not
clear-cut compulsion, is not a simple pre-
ference either, which, of course, allows
the employment of non unionists if a
unionist is not offering himself for em-
ployment at the time of engagement and
does not compel the non-unionist to join.

Subsequent preference clauses in similar
terms to the transport irust case allowed
by conciliation commissioners were ap-
pealed against, 'The appeals were dis-
missed by the court of arbitration which
on the 23th September, 1981, held that—

(i) The Aet is framed to encourage

the organisation of unions.

(i1) Preference is a means of ensuring
that there will be industrial peace
and facilitates the exercise of
control by the court upon union
members.

Preference is a feature of c¢ther
industrial jurisdictions.

Again these are interesting grounds,
especially the second one which, as we all
know, proved the court wrong as the very
contrary of industrial peace was ensured,
and indeed was experienced.

Following this, the Government of the
day—as older members will vividly recall
from their personal experience—abandoned
proposed new section 61A as an amend-
ment to the Industripl Arbitration Act.

(b}

o)

(i)
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This proposed, but later abandoned, sec-
tlon provided that the new Industrial
Commission “may” insert in awards a
simple preference clause. It aimed, by
implication, at limiting the commis-
sion expressly to preference, thus negat-
ing any right to order compulsion or the
dismissal of workers if they failed to join
the union—which is preference cum com-
pulsion,

Yet the new section 61B which provided
for employees to seek exemption from the
need to be a member of a union was re-
tained. Ironically this new section was
ultimately relied upon by the commission
to establish its jurisdiction for inserting
preference cum compulsion clauses into
awards. In the food preservers' case on
the 28th August, 1964, the commission de-
cided that—

(1) Unions have {0 accept the
burden of “policing awards” and
this can best be done if a signifi-
cantly high proportion of workers
are unionists,

(i) Unjons can best gbserve their ob-
ligations under the Act if they
can control as many workers as
possible by union rules of mem-
bership.

(iii) The new clause was not onerous
upon employers as it placed most
of the obligations on the worker
and/or the union,

Again it is interesting to note the first and
second points, which did not prove the an-
ticipations of the commission at all.

Since then unions generally succeeded
in obtaining the preference cum compul-
sion clause without having to put a case
of any substance. This means that employ-
ees who refuse to join the unions can be,
and are continuously, prosecuted and fined
for breach of the award. So are employers
prosecuted if and when the union cares to
send a member along to fill a vacancy. I
know of a case where a T8-year-old union
member was offered. This would have com-
pelled the employver to enter a costly and
lengthy legal process to prove the unequal
qualification, only to find that, if he did
so, by that time a younger man was
offered. So de facto compulsory unionism
stayed with us.

Among the arguments for compulsion
are, as I have pointed out, the arbitration
court’s ruling in 1961 and the commission’s
decision in 1964. As one reason for prefer-
ence, both list that by controlling more
members the unions will adhere to the
awards, and industrial peace will be se-
cured. The wishful thinking of this argu-
ment became only too evident by the
waves of excessive industrial unrest dur-
ing the last years.

One of the strongest recurring argu-
ments for compulsion, or “union security”
as it is kindly termed, is that it is only
fair for evervone to contribute to the work
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which unions put into securing better
working conditions. This argument has
more weight in countries where industrial
awards emanate solely from collective bar-
gaining, and a particular union is regis-
tered to conduct this bargaining with the
employer. Even there, however, in my
opinjon it cannot be sustained. The indi-
vidual’s right to associate or not to associ-
ate himself, his right to work and live at
a pblace of his choice, must be superior.

There is no compulscry membership in
employers’ associations which provide the
same hargaining for non-member employ-
ers as unions should for non-union work-
ers. There are many sassociations helping
the community in several ways even if the
recipients do not contribute to them. To
take a local example: Of all the people who
are assisted by the St. John Ambulance
only 55 per cent. are contributors to the
St. John Ambulance Association.

In Australia this srgument falls even
more, because in our system of arbitration
it is not the unions that secure the work-
ing conditions. These are granted by the
arbitration system with the unions simply
appearing as advocates for the workers’
interests. Net all awards are even opposed
by unions. Many are granted automatically
and many conditions in awards are in-
serted by the commission,

Anocther important philosophical argu-
ment for compulsion was best expressed
by Walfer Reuther, the late President of
the UAW, At a United States Senate
Committee hearing he sald—

Freedom is not an absolute but rela-
tive value. You can exercise what we
call human freedom in a given society
only in your relationship to other
people. This applies to the local, State,
national and even world community.
You have no human freedom excepi-
ing in your relationship to other
people. Freedom of speech, for
example, does not mean that you can
vell “Fire” in a crowded theatre,

The validity of this argument, of course,
depends on e question of degree. I go along
with the relative value theory, but only to
the extent where exercise of excessive
freedom-like yelling “Fire” in a crowded
theatre in Reuther's example—results in
considerable disadvantage to the majority
of other people. In the case of compulsery
unionism, non-association only denies the
easy access to funds by unions.

Then we have the argument that every
democratic society works on the prineiple
of majority decision. If union members de-
cide for compulsion, then every worker
should be compelled to join and pay his
dues, just as no citizen can opt out from
paying taxes or being conscripted. This is
the very argument which I have to reject
most emphatically, because unions are not,
and should not be, allowed to be Govern-
ments. They should not be Governments
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beside, or instead of, the elected Govern-
ments; nor should they be Governments
within Governments.

If we accept the majority rule principle
in this context, this would mean that be-
cause in a given electorate the majority
of people voted Liberal, all the others
should he compelled to join the Liberal
Party.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How often has more
than half of the electorate voted Liberal?

Mr. Court: Plenty of times.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Have a look at the
%gures for the last election and revise your
ideas.

Mr. MENSAROS: More than half of the
electorate has voted Liberal plenty of
times. This argument of, “No representa-
tion without taxation”—revolving around
the reverse principle of the American War
of Independence—claims governmental
power for unions. Unions are, and should
be, free associations, Members can be hound
only by majority decision if they join freely
and if they are free to leave. Compaulsion,
however, involving outsiders who do not
wish to join, cannot be tolerated.

There are numerous and very valid
arguments against compulsion. Almost
every judicial authority came out against
compulsion, even if they had to allow pre-
ference clauses, which were not prohibited
by Statutes. Yet the arguments listed by
learned judges against compulsion are also
valid against preference, because preference
became de facto compulsion. I will quote
only one of these arguments. In the
Queensland Supreme Court, Mr. Justice
Stable said—

A man's freedom to live and work
as he chose could not be lightly taken
away or impaired. If an Act of Par-
liament was relied upon to take away
or impair a man’s freedom in that
respect, then the Courts would look to
see that what Parliament had said was
clear and unambiguous.

I do not necessarily subscribe to the
theory that the United Nations shall tell
Australia what to do or what not to do,
but for the benefit of those who incessantly
refer to the great moral authority of the
United Nations-—I suppose mostly when it
suits them—I would like to refer to the
Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by
the United Nations,

Article 20 of the declaration states—
Everyone has the right to freedom
of peaceahle assembly and association,
and no one may be compelled to belong
to an association.,

One cannot ascertain whether the majority
of union members really wan¥ compulsion.
It is an undoubted fact, however, that the
vast majority of the public is against it.
Repeated Gallup poll findings show that
from 1943 to date between 64 per cent.
and 69 per cent.-—that is, two out of three
people—think that membership of trade
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unions should bhe voluntary. How strong
this feeling is at a time of crisis has been
expressed at the recent Queensland by-
elections. This will no doubt he appreci-
ated and understood by members,

This does not necessarily mean that I
am in support of legislating only on popular
request. On the contrary, I think a Gov-
ernment is entitled—indeed, is duty bound
at times—to bring down some measures
which it thinks are right even if not popu-
lar, as Governments have more information
than the public to judge the issues. If,
however, initially unpopular measures
gradually do prove themselves right, they
will, in due course, receive public approval.
Compulsory unionism, however, has never
at any time obtained public approval.

Doing away with compulsion—to list
another argument against it—would answer
the often and rightly-criticised union affi-
liation with the political Labor Party,

I do not think there is anything wrong
with political affiliation, or even with pay-
ing subscriptions or giving donations to
political parties. What makes it wrong
and objectionable is the compulsion of
membership. In a voluntary organisation
members may leave the union if the funds
of the union are used for objectionable
purposes, and that is the reason most
voluntary organisations refrain from mak-
ing any controversial decisions unless they
are backed by a great majority of the
members.

De facto compulsory unionism creates
the farcical situation where an emplayee
can sack his hoss, but he cannot sack
his union.

Neither does the provision for the
exemption of conscientious objectors prove
that compulsory unionism is right. The
exemption clause is worthless, even in
principle, as it includes compulsory pay-
ment by the objector in lleu of his union
fees.

It is incredible to assume that most
workers are so spineless that they would
only seek exemption for the sake of
avoiding the payment; yet these are the
very spineless workers whom the unions
want as members.

In practice, however, the exemption
clause is not worth anything. Today none
of the unions object to it any more; on
the contrary, they offer this clause as a
pious demonstration of their goodwill,
alongside the most devious proposals. After
the Western Australian exemption clause
—section 61B of the Act—became law, in
1964-65 only 92 of all unionists in the
State availed themselves of the exemption
provided. Thirteen of them were refused
exemption, and 33 of them were appar-
ently prevailed upon to withdraw their ap-
plications. So only 50 per cent. of the
very small number of applications were
granted. This proved the hypocrisy of it
all, because 99.9 per cent. of any group



328

is never in agreement in a free society.
Furthermore, declsions based on the
present Act offer no conscientious objec-
tlon to those who are already members
of a union. Ceould no-one ever change
his convictions, or is it their concern that
association with some unions is bound
to change the convictions of most workers?

A further important argument against
compulsion is that it creates by tempta-
tlon and almost by necessity an undemo-
cratic way of election and of management
within the unions. A handful of suppor-
ters apainst an army of apathetle con-
scripts can—and iIndeed do—keep an
autocratic leadership in power. Declslons
made at open meetings on the voices, on
a show of hands, or by the chairman
announcing, “without dissent,” often In
an emotion-charged atmosphere, are sub-
ject at least to psychological intimidation.

Autocratic leadership with huge wealth
from the compulsory dues creates the
biggest danger of usurping power or taking
over Government power; and this was my
first contentlon about the conditions
existing today.

The case for trade unionism and its
original aims is undisputed. It 1s this
very case and the original commendable
aims of unionism which are adversely
affected by compulsory unionism. Leaders
and organisers are freed from competitive
obligation to encourage and retain leader-
ship by making conditions of joining ac-
ceptable, and by giving desirable service
to the working people. They do not have
to show responsible leadership which
would appeal to members and would
warrant their democratic re-election. In-
stead, irresponsible union leaders can go
on a rampage af frivolous strikes mainly
for non-industrial reasons, and thereby
inconvenience and dangerously affect their
own members and the whole community.

Or is 1t that cynicism has taken the
place of much needed care and support?
I wonder! I think you might agree too, Mr.
Speaker, if I recall my sad experience of
last vear when I represented the case of
one of my constituents, a widow whose
late husband had paid union fees for 40
years as a worker and then for a further
12 years after his retirement. Those fees
apparently included payments for some
funeral benefits. At the age of 78 and
i1l with advanced cancer this old man
omitted to pay his last instalments, be-
cause the union ceased to collect them at
the neighbouring council yard and he was
too il and frail to take the fees into
Trades Hall. Even according to the later
rules of the union—hrought in after his
retirement—payments for funeral benefits
were not requested any more after re-
tirement. Yet when I made representa-
tions on behalf of the widow of a man who
had paid his unlon fees for 52 years, and
possibly more than the amount he would
gain from the funeral beneflts, my plea

LASSEMBLY.]1

on behalf of the widow was rejected. I
am thankful for the fact that a respected
member on the opposite side of the House
helped me in my representations.

You, Mr. Speaker, have had much more
experience in this House than I; and you
can imagine better than I to what elogquent
thunder we would have been subjected by
the Deputy Premier had this been the
case with a capitalist insurance company
and not with a union.

I submit that the evils of compulsory
unionism, unless checked, could lead to
even worse conditions, for who can
guarantee that after the closed-shop,
unions will not revert to some form of
closed wunions. Nothing would prevent
that, and the exlsting law does not. This
would mean that the unions could decide
that anyone, say, with red hair or of
Jewish origin could not qualify for mem-
bership.

If this happened the unions could have
the fihal decision, not only in the indivi-
dual’s basic right to free association, but
also in his right to work and therefore
his right to survival. This is not a hypo-
thetical nroposition. It has happened in
the United States of America and some
signs of it are already evident even here.
The condition for qualification is already
used by some unions in such a way that
they can exclude anyone whom they do
not want to accept.

A furiher, final disturbing aspect of
development is the recently experienced
diversion of unlon funds into active busi-
ness ventures. This is not designed to
protect the contributions and the funds
of members; it is designed to gain a de-
cisive majority and interest in important
industrial or commercial enterprises. The
reason given for it today is that it is to
protect the public against retail price
maintenance; we might be told tomorrow,
perhaps, that it is designed because of
excessive profits by capitalists. After
that, whoe knows what reason will be
given?

In due course union fees, unwillingly
paid by compulsorily conscripted members,
can be used to compete unfairly with in-
dustry by striking against competitors
and by various other means, Ultimately
they can be used against the workers
themselves when the stage is reached that
the same people negotiate for the em-
ployer and the employees. This is not as
incredible as it sounds. It happens, now,
in the United States, where unions are
the largest shareholders in many com-
panfes.

I have tried to show how the present
undesirable situation developed when the
power of the elected Government can be
usurped by some organisations, It re-
mains for me to suggest some remedies.
This I will do very briefly, without, of
course, having any realistic hope that
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they will be considered or implemented
during the term of the present Govern-
ment.

Mr. Jamieson: The employers’ organisa-
tions are all pure.

Mr. MENSAROS: The provisions which
I think should be enacted are—

(1) Prohibiting the inclusion of pre-
ference and/or compulsory union-
ism, closed shop or closed union
clauses in inductrial awards or
agreements and outlawing any
de facto situation which leads to
any of these practices.

(2) Prohibiting any discrimination by
employer against union or union
member and vice versa.

(3) Absolute protection of individuals,
workers and employers against
any kind of discrimination or in-
timidation.

The SPEAKER.: The honourable member
has another five minutes

Mr. Jamieson: Far too long.

Mr. MENSAROS: Thank you, Mr,
Speaker. The further provisions which
I think should be enacted are—

(4) More effective assurance of demo-
cratic elections and decision mak-
ings within industrial unions by
wider mandatory use of court-
controlled secret ballots.

(5) Making it unlawful for unions to
acquire a decisive interest in any
industrial or commercial enter-

prise.
(6) Reversing the farcical present
practice whereby strikes—and

strikes are illegal as it is—could
be used to assure earlier hearings
of proposed awards or submissions
by the commission.

(7) sStrikes for other than industrial
reasons should bear much heavier
penaliies and unconditional de-
registration; esnd, finally

(3) All breaches and offences should
be subject to mandatory public
prosecution and should bear heavy
nenaliies.

As I said, it would be unrealistic to expect
these proposals to be considered by the
present Government. I only wanted to
record a comprehensive picture of de-
velopment and events which seriously
occupy the minds of so many people. If
this picture will evoke some serious con-
structive thoughts by responsible people,
my endeavour will not have been in vain.

At the same time, however, I glso want
to sound a note of warning, that there
are siens of definite danger to our demo-
cratic way of life. This is shown by way
of emerging subversive pamphlets in
schools, as the member for Mt. Lawley
pointed out. This is also evident by the
increasing habit of expressing political

329

views on the streets, thus endangering
law and order; by blackmail tactics
against lawful business, and by undoubted
infiltration of professional subversive ele-
ments into many organisations.

We should not delude ourselves with
false security and wishful thinking that
it never could happen here. Believe me,
sir, this type of false security and
the lack of preventive measures contri-
buted largely in a number of countries to
the overthrow of democracy.

Mr. Jamieson: A lot of rubbish and
nonsense.

Mr. Court: It is & scholarly discourse
which you do not like.

MR. BURKE (Perth) [8.57 p.m.1: I am
pleased to join with those who have spoken
before me and offer to you, Sir, my con-
gratulations on your elevation to the high
office of Speaker of this House. May 1
also congratulate those who were elected
to the Ministry and welcome the new
members to this House. I would also like
to convey my thanks to the staff of Parlia-
ment House for their forbearance and pa-
tience and to members for their great
assistance. May I also thank my constitu-
ents for their continuing support and their
confidence in me at the recent election.

I feel sure members would have been
greatly advantaged by the very lengthy
dissertation on the trade union movement
which we have just heard but for the hon-
ourghle member’'s complete misunder-
standing of the subject. I am sure that
members will agree, however, that it would
be falr for me to deduce from what was
said that if the member for Floreat were
ever in a position to employ people they
would be paid award wages.

I am sure that every member in the
House is concerned with the decline of the
rural industries. I do not think that any
one of us would deny assistance to those
who are in real need in the areas con-
cerned, I am, however, a little disturbed
about the methods being used to offset
the problems confronting the rural in-
dustries. I do not think subsidies are the
AnsSwer.

Although what I am about to suggest
is probably more the domain of the Fed-
eral Government, it is worth considering.
I believe it was the member for East
Melville who the other mnight pointed out
that in some Seandinavian countries areas
which were proving uneconomical and
unviable were bought out and, in fact,
the people pensioned off.

A study of the subsidies to rural indus-
tries in Australia over the years reveals
that all they seem to have achieved is
to promote the interests of those who de
not really need a subsidy. I refer particu-
larly to the dairy industry in Vietoria.
Subsidies do little more than ward off the
evil day for those who were maintaining



330

themselves at only subsistence level. Some-
thing real must be done. I believe that
we should consider withdrawing all sub-
sidies which at present apply and buy out
farmers in those areas which are not viable.
This would enable those in real need to re-
establish themselves with the sum of
money granted them.

This leads me to refer to a problem in
my own city electorate. A tremendous
number of people within a mile of this
building are living below the subsistence
level and are depending on charity to ex-
ist, but little or nothing is being done to
subsidise them, They have been overlooked.

In recent days in the House we have
been subjected to what are purported to
be censure motions, but my appreciation of
censure is hardly what we have been con-
fronted with. However, if that is what
they are meant t¢ be, they are accepted as
such.

If the Opposition were sincere in ifs
censure of this Government, and if it were
sincerely concerned with the welfare of
those in the rural areas—in fact if it were
sincetely concerned for the welfare of the
constituents of the honourable member
who sits next to me—it would get to work
on its Federal colleagues to secure some
real interest in the needs of those who
are in desperate circumnstances.

In fact the Government in Australia in
recent times—and we have been subjected
to 12 years of it in this State—seems to
have ighored those most in need and has
promoted the welfare of sections of society
which least need the assistance of the
Government.

What we on this side have sought to
achieve when making promises—if they
can be called such—during the election
campaign is to make it known to the
people that the return of a Labor Govern-
ment would bring about the opportunity
for all people to aspire to what is their
normal right. This would in fact add a
little weight to that slde of the scale which
has been neglected in recent times. The
censuzes to which I have referred are
hardly more than thinly veiled criticisms
of a good Samaritan.

We are confronted with economi¢ pro-
blems and an ares in which this has been
experienced in no small way is the butld-
ing industry. This has affected not only
the building workers themselves, but the
subcontractors as well. I cannot help but
think that the critical situation in this
industry was engineered—and it was a
fairly sadistic piece of engineering—by the
former Government.

That Government very early in its life
reduced building through State housing.
If this building had been maintained at the
rate maintained by the previous Labor
Government there would not have been
inflation in land prices resuiting in the
high cost of homes and accommodation
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generally. This cut-back was artificially
created, and in turn was responsible for the
great demand for housing which followed
and, as a result, furthered the interests of
those whom the present Opposition during
its term of office represented first. I do not
mean all of them, but at least some of
them—the speculators, unscrupulous de-
velopers, and landlords. It was inevitable
that the pockets of those who were forced
to pay phenomenal prices for land, exorbit-
ant rents, and exorbitant prices for homes
through the private sector—when those
homes could have been provided by the
State Housing Commission at a much lower
price—were affected adversely.

This is the cause of the slump in the
huilding industry which is a major and
integral part of the economy. The cost
of accommodation has playved a very
large part in the economic problems con-
fronting us today; and I am convinced
that this situation was created in the
interests of those the former Government
represented first.

If things had been allowed to develop
in an orderly fashion and, as I have said,
the State Housing Commission production
had been maintained at the rate at which
it was progressing when we were in office
—even without any increase—there would
not have been a housing problem today;
there would have been no inflated land
prices; there would not be the problem
of unemployment in the building industry;
and many of the financial difficulties which
are being experienced today would have
been ohviated,

I am not particularly concerned with
the big fellows who can generally carry
themselves, but with the little subcontrac-
tors; that is, the plumbers, the electricians,
and the roof tilers. In fact, only yester-
day I met the son of a member in another
place, who happens to be of a different
political complexion from myself. This
young man is a roof tiler and he is at
present experiencing problems because he
is finding it difficult to secure payment
for work he has performed.

The fact of the matter is that the former
Government was influenced overwhelmingly
by ideology. It was motivated by greed
and adoration of its god-—the almighty
dollar, It seems completely careless and
has expressed itself in the bulk of what
it did in the 12 years it held the Treasury
benches when it did not, in fact, have a
plebiscite. It was maintained over those
12 years by the preferences of minority
groups, and so it in fact assumed an awful
lot of rights it abused in the 12 years
it was in power. It now in censure mo-
tions accuses us when we attempt to
balance the scale,

Mpr. Court: The honourable member is
not suggesting that the Brand Govern-
ment was not a lawfully elected Govern-
ment, is he?
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Mr. BURKE: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition ean draw his own conclusion.

Mr. Court: Welil, I am asking. I have
never heard the honourable member raise
this previously.

Mr. BURKE: The Labor Party will do
its best to promote a little self-sacrifice
on the part of those whose interests were
promoted by the former Government's
regime. This action will be in the in-
terests of those who most need the assis-
tance of the Government. This Govern-
ment stands for the people, not profits,
and it will express itself as it has done
up to this date by actions, not words.

Mr. Court: And yet the Labor Govern-
ment is geing around the world telling
people that it intends to carry on the
policies of the previous Government.

Mr. May: What is wrong with that?

Mr. Court: The member for Perth is
complaining; we are not complaining.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BURKE: As I said, the Labor Party
will express itself, as it has expressed itself
in the short time it has been in Govern-
ment, by taking action. Very shortly
after the election we increased soclal wel-
fare payments, and we have recently pro-
vided free transport for pensioners.

I have previously expressed concern
regarding the problem of housing and the
need for housing to he given a higher
priority. I am quite certain that under
the present Government, and our Minister
for Housing, housing will be given its
rightful priority.

Mr. O'Neil: The Minister for Housing
told us yesterday that the loan fund
allocation under the Commonwealth and
State Housing Agreement [s the same.
There is no increase.

Mr. BURKE: He will have to make the
money go further.

Mr. O'Neil: He will have to buy tents!

Mr. BURKE: The Minister for Housing
1s well aware of my personal opinion on
the twentieth century caves, in the form
of fats, which the former Government
seemed to derive a lot of pleasure in build-
ing all over the place. Of course, we are
committed to certain flat development
which the former Government commenced.

Mr., Rushton: The Deputy Premiler
supports flats. The member for Perth had
hetter watch out for him.

Mr. BURKE: As I have said, I per-
sonally am opposed to flats and I reserve
my right to that opposition.

Myr. O'Nefl: The previous Government
did not commit the present Government
to any flat projects.

Mr. BURKE: This Government will be
burdened with the problems arising from
flat develooment, which will confront
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us through the years. I am quite certain
that our Government, and the Minister
for Housing, will be concerned to avoid
the problems which are revealing them-
selves as a result of the misdemeanours
of the previous Government.

Social legislation will, of course, have
priority under the Labor Government. We
have already indicated that an ombuds-
man will be appointed. It is unlikely that
the Opposition will agree to that appoint-
ment because it has expressed itself in
bitter opposition to such a proposition on
the two or three occasions that it has
been raiscd during ithe last three years.

Consumer protection and price control
have been well covered by the member for
Boulder-Dundas in what was probably the
most admirable maiden speech I have
heard in the few short years I have heen
here. I would like to support the honour-
able member in his call for some form
of rent control.

I have indicated earlier that some land-
lords take advantage of the demand for
accommedation and they increase rents.
Eome of the rents being charged in my
electorate—and throughout the rest of
the Statc—are quite unreasonable. Some
beaple, for one reason or another, cannot
purchase homes, and those people should
l'lavge an copportunity—when they have a
justifiable case—to complain to someone
when rents are out of all proportion.

Mr. O'Neil: Does the member for Perth

think that Housing Commission rents are
reasonable? .

Mr. BURKE: There are very few Housing
Commission homes in my electorate.

Mr. O’'Neil: But do you think the rents
are reasonable?

Mr. BURKE: Generally, I am pleased
with Housing Commission rents.

Mr. O'Neil: The Housing Commission
lost $500,000 last year. Does the member
for Perth think that the rents should be
increased to cover that loss?

Mr. Taylor: That is not for the member
for Perth to answer; the member for Mel-
ville should be able to answer that ques-
tion himself.

The SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr, BURKE: I do not think any real ob-
jection could be raised if the Housing
Cemmission felt it was necessary to in-
crease rents to offset the loss, because at
the present time the rents for the Hous-
u;s Commission homes are fairly reason-
able.

Mr, O'Neil: The Minister for Housing
will be thrilled to bits.

Mr. BURKE: When the means test is
applied, some people are paying only $2
or $3 a week. I have just arranged for a
womah to go into a Stirling Highway flat
and she will be paylng only $3 a week,
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Mr. O'Neil: One person is paying only
80c a week in Carnarvon.

Mr. BURKE: I cannot recall being able
to get a single lady into a State Housing
Commission flat in the last three years at
less than $3 per week.

Mr. Taylor; The rents are not going to
go up, either,

Mr. O'Neil: Concessions apply to aged
persons. What about the Carnarvon case?

Mr, BURKE: Rent control is in the in-
terests of those who most need and require
the assistance of the Government. 1 fepl
that some form of rent control, taken in
concert with consumer protection apd
price eontrol, would help to offset the dis-
regard for our pensioners by the Federal
Libera]l Government. Such control would
soften the blow to those people who try
to eke out an existence on the pension.

There seems to be a rumour circulating
that the Federal Liberal Government
might give the pensioners another dollar
a week. A woman told me today that in
anticipation of the increase her landlord
has sald he will increase her rent from
the 1st August by $2 per week.

In a lot of cases the people who will be
affected are living in rooms er very small
flats, and are hit to leg by the lar}dlords
who continually incresse the rents just to
feather thelr nests. I will encourage the
Government to do something to provide
for an appeal by people who are forced to
live in the accommodation I have men-
tioned. Some people, for reasons best
known to themselves, desire to live in flats
and they should be protected against those
in our community who take advantag'e
and derive wealth from other people's
hardships.

Controls would also be in the Interests
of the young married people who are try-
ing to establish themselves. Many _of those
voung people are forced to refrain from
securing what would be their natural and
normal aspirations: a home and a family.
They cannot afford to buy a block of land
for cash and they get themselves involved
in regular payments for five years or seven
years.

In the meantime. both are forced to work
to meet their commitments of $25 to §30
per week for a flat as well as anything
else that they may require. It is impos-
sible for them to have children. If the
figures were analysed we would find that
the natural inerease in population in
Western Australia has declined in recent
vears. I do not think this is what people
want when they get married. As I have
sald before in this Chamber, people do
not marry to have a little flat. They
marry to have a family and a home of
their own. No man desires more than
a home and a family, but of course he
must have sufficient income to maintain
them. Under the former regime this has
been denied and the effects of 12 years
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mismanagement on the part of the pre-
vious Government will, I am afraid, mean
that people will be denied for a little
while longer. The Labor Government is
doing its best to offset the problems. As
I have said before, our legislation will be
socially orientated and will take these
factors into consideration. It will not be
too long before all the people will he able
to aspire to what too many of us take for
granted.

There is no getting saway from the fact
that, under the former Government, we
saw the development of a class society
based on wealth. Great advantage and
license were given to areas of vested in-
terest and to sections of society which
least needed assistance. By this action
greed and self-interest were promoted.
Many people are under the misapprehen-
sion that they will be able to take their
assets with them. At the other end there
is the man on the breadline. The imposit-
ions of this weighted society promoted a
kind of greed and self-interest in such
peaple.

On the one side is the person who
accumulates wealth for its own sake. On
the other side is the person, in very poor
circumstances, who, when he gets the
obportunity to take a loaf of bread, takes
two because he cannot be certain when
the eopportunity will oceur again. ‘This
is very reai. Members have only to go to
the soup kitchen in Shenton Street, to St.
Vincent de Paul in Bronte Street, or to any
other soclal welfare organisation. They will
see queues of people waiting for a meal.
The bulk of them are pensioners or people
out of work for various ressons—either
ili-health or misfortune—who are not in
the position to provide for themselves. If
given the opportunity the majority of them
would have the necessary motivation to
provide for themselves.

In 12 years of partisan Liberal Govern-
ment a lot more than our natural re-
sources were exploited. Soclety has been
exploited. Western Australia has the
unenviable reputation of having the
highest prison population, per capita, in
Australia. I would not be surprised if
it rated, on a per capita basis, as one of
the highest among comparatively pros-
perous countries. We have spent millions
of dollars in recent years on child welfare
institutions; their establishment and up-
keep. Crime and misdemeanour in Wes-
tern Australia, on a per capita basis, rate
amonzst the highest of comparatively
prosperous countries. To my mind these
are hardly achievements, particularly in
view of the fact that the former Govern-
ment had 12 years in which to make
achievements,

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is
inclined to take kudos for the great
mineral development that has gone on
in recent years. I would be the last
person {o deny that the honourable
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member works hard. He works very hard.
This does not get away from the fact
that any Government would have taken
advantage of the State’s mineral resources
and the markets for them. In fact, we
would have had the opportunity had the
embargo placed on iron resources by the
Menzies-Fadden Government been lifted
during the last period of a Labor Govern-
ment in Western Australia. I am qguite
certain there would not have been a
Liberal Governmeni in office during the
last 12 years if this had happened. Labor
would have taken full advantage of the
situation and would have promoted the
necessary matkets. Although the com-
parison may not he enjoyed by the
present Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment, I am quite sure he would have
proved as ferocious a bargainer and as
competent a negotiater as the former
Minister for Industrial Development.

I cannat say with certainty that it is
a fact, but the information I have on
the question of lifting the embargo was
that an approach was made by Hamersley
Iron to the former Liberal-Country Party
regime, but no results were secured in the
first instance. It was 18 months after
the former Government was approached
before any move was made to exploit our
iron ore.

Mr. Court: You are completely unin-
formed or misinformed. You should read
the history of the breakthrough on the
embargo. It will tell the history of iron
ore and how it started.

Mr. BURKE: If it was 17 months and not
18 months, I stand corrected. The point
I am making is that any Government
would have taken advantage of this situa-
tion and would have derived benefits from
it.

Mr. Rushton: What did the Hawke
Government do?

Mr. BURKE: Had we been in the posi-
tion, I am quite certain that under the
Hawke Government, or at any time in
the past—

Mr. Court: You would still have the
embargo.
Mr. BURKE: —iron ore and mineral

resources would have proved just as fruit-
ful. I venture to say that they would
have proved more fruitful to the general
interest, because Labor would have de-
nranded more than the former Government
agreed to by way of royalties.

In fact, during a tour of the north-
west last year it was interesting to nhote
the demeancur of the former Minister
for Industrial Development when we
pulled un at Tom Price opposite an ore
train. There were sabout 150 trucks on
the train. The P.R. man, who was show-
ing us around, pointed out that there
were 100 tons in each truck and that
cach truck was worth $1,000 gross. Of
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this sum $940 went to Hamersley Iron,
$20 ito Lang Hancock, and $40 to the
State Government. These figures ale
gross and I checked the net return to the
Government. I am quite certain that
Lang Hancock would get his 2 per cent.,
but of the 4 per cent. grossed by the State
Government, the net amount came to just
over 2 per cent. There is something wrong
somewhere along the line, To my mind
4 per cent, is & low flzure, and I hope
our negotiators will be able to extract a
little more in the interests of the State.

Mr, Court; Does the honourable member
know what the Hamersley iron ore royal-
tles are? They are 7% per cent. on high
grades and half that on lower grades.

Mr. BURKE: I am working on the in-
formation provided tc me. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was present on
the bus at the time but he made no effort
to contradict the figures which were given.
I may be wrong and I hope I am, but
what I am setting out to suggest—

Mr. Rushion: Project a proper picture.

Mr, BURKE: —is that any Govern-
ment would have taken advantage of the
situation. I am quite certain that the
present Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment will do so0. In fact I even go so far
as to say—by way of an analogy if one
likes—that even a humble hack-bencher
like myself would, in the circumstances,
be capable of selling gold at 50¢ an cunce,

I now wish to speak about noise, which
is a matter in which I took an interest
during the last session of Parliament.
On several occasions I asked the former
Premier to take action. The gquestions
and answers, or vacilations, are contained
in Hansard. The then Premier deferred
aquestions from one sitting to the next and
did nothing.

Within a month of the appointment of
the present Chief Secretary proposals
were anncunced in the Press. Legislation
is ready for presentation to Parliament
and action is being taken. In a very
short time he has walked in and prepared
legislation to control noise, which, to my
mind, is as great a pollutant as dust, gas,
or chemicals. In fact, noise is more sinis-
ter in its effects on the psyche and can
do damage that is usually irreparable.

We are now breeding a generation of
young people who will be deaf in a very
short time. Surveys have revealed that
the average 2l-year-old in this 'rock”
society is as deaf as the average 60-year-
old was in previous penerations. PBecause
of its inaction, the former Government
must accept responsibility for the deafness
which may become apparent or which is
already present amonhg young people who
have been subjected to noise in the last
three years.

I would be pleased if the responsible
Minister would take some action to con-
trol amplification. I am quite certain it
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can he done very simply by placing a
control on the amplification equipment.
I think this action is absolutely essential,
although I would be the last person in
this Chamber to interfere with the enjoy-
ment or leisure time of young people. It
is not very many years since I enjoyed
myself in much the same way as they do,
but I think it is in their best interests
that action he taken to safeguard their
hearing.

In the first speech I made in this House
I directed myself primarily to the interests
of young married people because 1 felt
an empathy with them, and I still do, In
the three years in which I have been the
member for Perth and a member of this
Legislature I have sought to promote their
interests. I have also sought to look after
those people who are in the later stages
of life—the pensioners—who, in my con-
sidered opinion, are poorly treated in Aus-
tralia.

We seem to overlook the pensioners and
to take for granted many of the things
that make life easier for ourselves. With-
out the pioneers and the people who were
born even at the beginning of this century,
and without their efforts and the depriva-
tions they suffered in the early stages of
the development of this country, we would
be a lot worse off. In all my endeavours
I will promote the interests of pensioners
and those who most need the assistance of
the Government.

On many oceasions T have said that the
ideology which directs Liberal Party Gov-
ernments seems to ignore general welfare
and the young who are the pride of our
society. I am not arguing for private
enterprise at the moment, but it has been
said that a private enterprise system pro-
vides the jobs and everyone is all right.
However, even with the provision of jobs
many people are deprived and are in real
difficulties. It has a snowballing effect.
When a family is in difficulty, for one
reason or another, the deprivation to which
their children are subjected affects and
inhibits their natural aspirations and their
ability to take advantage of the gifts the
good Lord may have given them.

The attitude and stand of this Govern-
ment will be to encourage sharing by those
who have bad too much advantage in
recent years, so that those of whom they
have taken advantage will be given the
opportunity to fulfil their aspirations.
Under this Labor Government all Western
Australians will be able to aspire to proper
fulfilment in a free, equal, and fraternal
society.

Debate sadjourned, on motion by Mr,
Jones.

House adjourned at 9.37 p.m.
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Legislative Cmmril

Thursday, the 29th July, 1871

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 230 pm. and read
prayers,

CHIEF HANSARD REPORTER
Retirement, and Appointment of Suecessor

THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) [2.32 pan.]l: Honourable members,
I wish to announce that at a meeting of
the Joint Printing Committee held on
Wednesday, the 28th July, 1871, the resig-
nation of the Chicf Hansard Reporter (Mr.
G. Hale) was accepted with regret. Mr.
Hale, whose resignation takes effect from
the close of business on Friday, the 30th
July, 1971 has heen a reporter with Han-
sard since 1941. He was appointed Deputy
Chief Hansard Reporter during August,
1958, and promoted to Chief Hansard Re-
porter in February, 1966.

At the same meeting, the Deputy Chief
Hansard Reporter (Mr. J. A. CoX) was
appointed Chief Hansard Reporter and will
commence his duties in that capacity from
the 31st July, 1971,

QUESTIONS (5): ON NOTICE

1. DAIRY FARM
RECONSTRUCTION SCHEME

Applications for Assistance

The Hon, N, M¢NEILL, to the Leader
of the House:

(1) How many applications for assist-
ance under the Marginal Dairy
Farm Reconstruction Scheme have
been made in Western Australia?

(2) How many of such spplications
have bheen approved for the—
(a) purchase of additional land;
or
(b)) provision of additional capital
improvements; or
(¢) writing-off of redundancies?
{3} How many applications have
been—
(a) received; and
(b) approved for
providing for—
(1} expanded butter fat pro-
duction; or
(ii) diversification into beef or
other production;

(ili) upgrading of properties
to meet standards for
licensed milk production:
or

{v) any other purpose?

assistance in



